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1. INTRODUCTION 

General 
 This report has been prepared by PFA Consulting on behalf of Savills and provides an appraisal of 1.1.

access in connection with proposals for a mixed-use development on land northeast of Blandford, 
Dorset. 

 The site covers an area of approximately 41 hectares and is currently primarily agricultural land 1.2.
and existing allotments, split into two parcels of land. For the purposes of this report the two 
parcels of land will be known as the ‘eastern parcel’ and ‘northern parcel’.  

 The site boundary and surrounding local highway network are shown on Figure 1 below. 1.3.

 
Figure 1: Site Location 
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Previous Appraisal Work 
 In May 2006, individual initial access appraisals were undertaken for the two land parcels. The 1.4.

main constraint to development identified was the location of the two sites in relation to the rest 
of the town; both parcels of land are currently severed from the existing development by the 
A350/A354. Accordingly, linkages with the existing development for all modes of transport are 
considered crucial in bringing forward the sites for development. 

 In May 2010, PFA Consulting prepared two Transport and Access Appraisal reports for 1.5.
promotional purposes, which dealt with an employment land parcel, situated to the north of 
Blandford and a residential led land parcel, situated to the northeast of Blandford. 

Access Appraisal Brief 
 The brief for this Access Appraisal is to address access proposals to serve both parcels of land 1.6.

situated to the northeast of Blandford. 

 A copy of the Draft Framework Masterplan for land at northeast Blandford, as prepared by NEW 1.7.
Masterplanning, is reproduced in Appendix A. The proposed land use strategy is summarised 
below: 

 Approximately 0.6 hectares of mixed use commercial/community local centre, situated 
within the northern parcel, situated within the northern land parcel. 

 Approximately 3.6 hectares of educational use, comprising a primary school and open 
space/playing fields gateway, situated within the northern parcel. 

 Approximately 4.6 hectares of industrial/employment use, situated within the northern 
parcel, close to the existing Sunrise Business Park. 

 Approximately 17.5 hectares of residential use proposed across the two main 
development parcels. 

 Approximately 2.4 hectares of allotments, repositioned from the existing location to the 
northwest within the northern parcel.  

 Approximately 12.3 hectares of open space/strategic landscaping.    

 The Access Appraisal also includes an audit of pedestrian and cyclist routes, which would link the 1.8.
site with key facilities and destinations within the existing development, and a review of existing 
bus services and facilities, which would provide future residents with options for travel further 
afield. 

Consultations 
 An initial consultation with Dorset County Council (DCC), the local highway authority, was 1.9.

undertaken in May 2015 so that its general position in relation to access to the site could be 
established prior to commencement of the access optioneering work. 

 Following the initial optioneering exercise in June 2015, a number of outline access arrangements 1.10.
were submitted to DCC for consideration in June 2015. 

 Further proposals for outline access arrangements were submitted in January 2016. DCC provided 1.11.
a response to the updated outline access arrangements in January 2016, the principles of which 
are incorporated into the latest framework masterplan document, as prepared by NEW 
Masterplanning.  
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2. ACCESS STRATEGY 

Site Context 
 The site is located approximately 2km to the northeast of Blandford town centre. The A350 and 2.1.

A354 meet north of Blandford and bypass the town to the east. Both the A350 and the A354 are 
designated part of the primary route network (PRN), the management of which is the 
responsibility of the local highway authority, DCC. 

 Land to the northeast of Blandford is split into two main parcels of land. For the purposes of this 2.2.
report the parcel of land will be known as the ‘eastern parcel’ and ‘northern parcel’.  

 The eastern parcel of land is located to the east of the A354 Blandford Bypass and south of the 2.3.
A354 Salisbury Road. To the north of the eastern parcel there are existing residential properties 
fronting Salisbury Road, and to the northeast there are further residential properties in Letton 
Park. There is further agricultural land to the northeast, east and south. 

 The northern parcel of land is located to the north of the A350, between Higher Shaftesbury 2.4.
Road/Shaftesbury Lane to the west and the A354 Salisbury Road to the east. To the northwest of 
the northern parcel there is the Sunrise Business Park, which fronts Higher Shaftesbury Road. To 
the north there is further agricultural land, and to the southeast there are existing allotments, 
which are currently accessed from the A354 Salisbury Road. 

 The A350/A354 Blandford Bypass is a single carriageway road. In the vicinity of the site, the A354 2.5.
Blandford Bypass is derestricted and unlit. To the northwest of the eastern parcel, the A354 
Blandford Bypass meets the A354 Salisbury Road at a 4-arm roundabout. The roundabout and its 
approaches are street lit and subject to a 40mph speed limit. 

 The A354 Salisbury Road is a single carriageway road which routes on a southwest-northeast axis 2.6.
between Blandford and Salisbury. The A354 Salisbury Road has a speed limit of 40mph in the 
vicinity of the A350/A354 roundabout, which extends approximately 300m to the northeast, 
beyond which it is derestricted. Within the 40mph speed limit there is frontage development 
comprising the residential properties located to the north of the eastern parcel, further 
residential development on the north side of Salisbury Road in Letton Close and access to 
allotments located on land between the A350 and the A354 Salisbury Road. 

 To the southwest of the A350/A354 roundabout, Salisbury Road becomes a local distributor road 2.7.
with a speed limit of 30mph and residential properties fronting the majority of its length. 

 To the south of the eastern parcel, although not immediately bordering its boundary, Black Lane, 2.8.
an unclassified local distributor road, routes on a southwest-northeast axis between the town and 
Blandford Camp. It is largely rural in nature beyond the town to the east but provides access to 
residential areas and a primary school within the 30mph speed limit to the southwest.  Black Lane 
crosses the A354 by way of an underpass approximately 1km south of the A350/A354 
roundabout. 

Existing Highway Frontage 

Northern Parcel 
 The northern parcel fronts the existing public highway to the west, via Higher Shaftesbury Road, 2.9.

in the vicinity of the Sunrise Roundabout (A350/Higher Shaftesbury Road), and to the south, via 
the A350. 



 ACCESS APPRAISAL 
 LAND NORTHEAST OF BLANDFORD 
 

 
 
 

 

 4 of 14 C747-DOC02 Masterplan Access Appraisal 

 February 2016 

 The frontage onto Higher Shaftesbury Road extends over a distance of approximately 70m, 2.10.
between its boundary with Sunrise Business Park and Sunrise Roundabout. 

 The frontage onto the A350 extends over a distance of approximately 650m, from the Sunrise 2.11.
Roundabout to a point approximately 150m northwest of the A350/A354 roundabout. Within this 
frontage there are two existing field accesses which serve the northern parcel directly from the 
A350. 

 Sunrise Business Park is located to the northwest of the northern parcel and has direct access to 2.12.
the public highway via Higher Shaftesbury Road. The previous appraisal work proposed vehicular 
access to the northern parcel via Sunrise Business Park; however, it is understood that this cannot 
be achieved due to third party land control and therefore alternative options need to be 
investigated. 

Eastern Parcel 

 The eastern parcel fronts the existing public highway to the north, via Salisbury Road, and to the 2.13.
west and south, via the A354 Blandford Bypass. 

 To the north, the eastern parcel fronts Salisbury Road along two sections. The first extends over a 2.14.
distance of approximately 7m between the A350/A354 roundabout and the residential property 
‘Greenbanks’. The second is further north and extends over a distance of approximately 24m 
between the residential property ‘Bolney’ and the private drive access to Letton Park. 

 To the west and south, the eastern parcel fronts the A354 Blandford Bypass over a distance of 2.15.
approximately 650m from a point approximately 75m south of the A350/A354 roundabout. The 
land between the arms of the A354 Salisbury Road and A354 Blandford Bypass at the A350/A354 
roundabout (adjacent to the eastern parcel) is public highway. 

Vehicular Access Options 
 The vehicular access arrangements will influence the distribution of vehicle movements to and 2.16.

from the development. The provision of more than one point of highway vehicular access would 
aid accessibility and permeability, in accordance with guidance set out in Manual for Streets, 
published by the Department for Transport (DfT) in 2007. 

 Vehicular access into each land parcel is set out below. 2.17.

Northern Parcel  

Access via the Sunrise Roundabout 
 Consultations have established that DCC would have no objection in principle to access from the 2.18.

Sunrise Roundabout, subject to ensuring that the operation and safety of the junction is not 
compromised. 

 The existing Sunrise Roundabout could be reengineered to accommodate a new fifth arm to 2.19.
provide access to the northern parcel, with the existing junction enlarged in order to 
accommodate the additional arm and maintain the necessary deflection on the other approach 
arms. DCC has confirmed that the arrangement is acceptable in principle. 

 Alterations to the Sunrise Roundabout could provide access to an extended Sunrise Industrial 2.20.
Estate, and offers the potential to relocate the household recycling centre in Shaftesbury Lane. 
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Access from the A350 
 Consultations have established that DCC would consider access from the A350 itself. 2.21.

 Mindful of the concerns expressed by DCC in general in relation to maintaining the free flow of 2.22.
traffic on this section of the bypass, a new junction could take the form of a left-in only 
arrangement, as shown on the Draft Framework Masterplan, reproduced at Appendix A. Such a 
junction arrangement would allow for access from the A350 travelling in a south-eastbound 
direction to the mixed-use development in the lower half of the northern parcel of land, and limit 
the impact of the additional vehicle movements on the operation of the bypass.   

Access from the A354 Salisbury Road 
 Consultations have established that DCC has no objection in principle to the creation of an 2.23.

additional access from the A354 Salisbury Road to link into the northern parcel to access the 
mixed-use development comprising a new school, commercial and residential uses. 

 Access into the northern parcel from the A354 Salisbury Road could take the form of either a 2.24.
standard T-junction or standard T-junction with a ghost island right turn lane. In order to achieve 
a safe approach to the access, the opportunity of reducing the existing speed limit from 40mph to 
30mph could also be promoted along the A354 Salisbury Road on approach to the proposed 
access and the A350/A354 roundabout. 

Eastern Parcel 

Access from the A354 Blandford Bypass 
 Consultations have established that DCC places the A354 Blandford Bypass above the A354 2.25.

Salisbury Road in road hierarchical terms and consequently would look for access to the eastern 
parcel to be considered from the A354 Salisbury Road in the first instance. 

 Following investigation of a number of access options, it is unlikely that the eastern parcel could 2.26.
be served from the A354 Salisbury Road alone. It is therefore proposed to provide a main access 
link from the A354 Blandford Bypass in the form of a new 3-arm roundabout. Creation of a new 
roundabout junction with the A354 Blandford Bypass would provide an independent access to 
serve the whole of the eastern parcel to allow a phased delivery of residential uses on the eastern 
parcel 

 The creation a new 3-arm roundabout along the A354 Blandford Bypass would also be provided in 2.27.
conjunction with a new 4-arm signalised junction to replace the existing A350/A354 roundabout 
to allow for the introduction of pedestrian and cyclist crossing facilities at the junction to create a 
more integrated urban extension for Blandford. 

 Further consultations have established that DCC has no objection in principle to the replacement 2.28.
of the A350/A354 roundabout with a new signalised junction, subject to capacity analysis and 
integration of pedestrian and cyclists facilities provided as part of the signal operation.  

Access from the A354 Salisbury Road 
 Further consultations with DCC also established that DCC have no objection in principle to the 2.29.

creation of an additional access to the A354 Salisbury Road to link into the eastern parcel.  

 Whilst is considered that access from the A354 Salisbury Road should not be provided as the only 2.30.
access into the eastern parcel, there is future opportunity to provide a secondary vehicular link to 
the eastern parcel in the longer term via the spur of land adjacent to ‘Bolney’, located in the 
northern corner of the eastern parcel. 
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 The type of access arrangement would most likely take the form of a signalised or priority 2.31.
junction, subject to the proposed reduction in speed limit along the A354 Salisbury Road and the 
establishment of required visibility sightlines to meet the appropriate design guidance. 

Potential Alternative Access from the A350/A354 Roundabout  
 Alternative access into the eastern parcel could be provided via the existing A350/A354 2.32.

roundabout, which could be enlarged to accommodate a new fifth arm. 

 At this stage, it is considered that the proposed signalised arrangement as shown in the Draft 2.33.
Framework Masterplan is the preferred option, provided in conjunction with a new 3-arm 
roundabout to the south on the A354 Blandford Bypass. This would provide improved 
connections for pedestrians and cyclists between Blandford and the eastern parcel, and will 
require less infrastructure space than a 5-arm roundabout and avoid the need to realign approach 
roads to meet the necessary deflection requirements. 

Pedestrian/Cyclist Access 
 In view of the site’s location in relation to the existing town and the fact that it is currently 2.34.

severed from the existing development by the A350/A354 bypass, it is essential that a segregated 
pedestrian and cyclist link is provided across the A354 Blandford Bypass to connect both parcels 
of land and the existing infrastructure in Blandford. A copy of the proposed connections, as 
prepared by NEW Masterplanning, is reproduced in Appendix C of this report.  

Northern Parcel  
 Pedestrian and cyclist access to the northern parcel will be combined with the new vehicular 2.35.

access junction, provided via both the Sunrise Roundabout and the A354 Salisbury Road. 

 The opportunity to provide a new signalised junction at the A350/A354 would allow for the 2.36.
integration of pedestrian and cyclist crossing facilities within the signal control operation of the 
new junction arrangement, as requested by DCC. This interaction with the new junction will 
encourage sustainable access and safer connections for pedestrians and cyclists, linking Blandford 
with both parcels of land, providing safe routes to the proposed educational facilities and 
Pimperne beyond. 

 In addition, pedestrian access to the site will be provided via the existing pedestrian footbridge 2.37.
(‘Yellow Bridge’) between the site and the existing residential development linking to Gurkha 
Road and Sandbourne Avenue on the south side of the A350. 

 Pedestrian and cyclist access could also be provided from the proposed vehicular access with the 2.38.
A354 Salisbury Road in the form of a 3m wide footway/cycleway. 

 Further improvements could include the upgrading and improvement of the existing footway 2.39.
along this section of land fronting the A354 Salisbury Road. 

Eastern Parcel   

 It is proposed to provide a pedestrian/cyclist link across the A354 Blandford Bypass in the form of 2.40.
an at-grade crossing or footway/cycle bridge, which would link directly to Preetz Way to the west 
of the eastern parcel. This would ensure that the eastern parcel is suitably integrated with existing 
development and associated walking and cycling facilities. 

 Additional access to the north of the eastern parcel could also be provided via the new signalised 2.41.
junction at the A350/A354 to allow for the integration of pedestrian and cyclist crossing facilities. 
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 Pedestrian and cyclist access from the A354 Salisbury Road could be provided within the spur of 2.42.
clients’ land control between the existing residential property ‘Bolney’ and the existing private 
access drive to Letton Park to link into existing pedestrian facilities along the A354 Salisbury Road. 

 Further pedestrian and cyclist links to the town centre and the south-western side of Blandford 2.43.
could also be provided via Black Lane, subject to crossing the existing watercourse and any third-
party land control issues. 

 All new pedestrian and cyclist links set out above have been assumed to be in place when 2.44.
considering the routes between the site and facilities, as part of the pedestrian/cyclist audit. 
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3. SUSTAINABILITY AUDIT 

 The site is located approximately 2km to the north of the town centre. Assuming there are 3.1.
suitable routes available, it should be possible for residents to walk or cycle to various key 
destinations across the town. 

 In the first instance, existing pedestrian and cyclist routes have been identified. Second, the 3.2.
location of existing facilities that future occupants of the proposed residential development are 
likely to use on a regular basis has been established. These include key destinations such as local 
shops, schools, health facilities, the town centre and local employment opportunities. 

 Taking account of this information, an audit of pedestrian and cyclist routes between the site and 3.3.
these facilities has been undertaken. The aim of the audit is to identify the constraints and 
opportunities for journeys by foot and cycle to/from the site. Once the routes have been 
reviewed, the audit identifies any potential improvement measures that could be made to 
enhance those links and make travel by walking and cycling more attractive. 

 In addition to walking and cycling, public transport links between the site and destinations further 3.4.
afield have also been considered. 

Existing Walking and Cycling Network 
 The existing walking and cycling networks in the vicinity of the site are shown on Figure 2.  These 3.5.

include designated public rights of ways and National Cycle Network routes. 

Local Facilities 
 A plan showing the location of the site relative to facilities that residents are likely to use on a 3.6.

regular basis is included as Figure 3. These include local shops, schools, leisure facilities, 
supermarkets and medical facilities. 

 Table 3.1 provides the distance from the both parcels of land to relevant facilities and the 3.7.
approximate walking and cycling times. Distances have been measured from centre of the 
residential areas within the northern and eastern parcels. 
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Table 3.1 Local Facilities and Walking and Cycling Times 

Type of 
Facility 

Facility 

Northern Parcel Eastern Parcel 

Distance 
Walking 

Time 
Cycling 
Time 

Distance 
Walking 

Time 
Cycling 
Time 

Education 

Proposed Primary School 
(Northern Parcel) 

150m 2 mins ½ min 450m 5½ mins 1½ mins 

Archbishop Wake CE VA 
School 

2,000m 24 mins 6 mins 1,850m 22 mins 5½ mins 

The Blandford School 2,450m 29 mins 7½ mins 2,400m 28½ mins 7½ mins 

Employment 

Proposed Employment 
(Northern Parcel) 

450m 5½ mins 1½ mins 1,000m 12 mins 3 mins 

Blandford Heights 
Industrial Estate 

850m 10 mins 2½ mins 1,200m 14½ mins 3½ mins 

Glenmore Business Park 850m 10 mins 2½ mins 1,200m 14½ mins 3½ mins 

Holland Business Park 1,050m 12½ mins 3 mins 1,250m 15 mins 4 mins 

North Dorset District 
Council 

1,400m 16½ mins 4 mins 1,600m 19 mins 5 mins 

Sunrise Business Park 700m 8½ mins 2 mins 1,250m 15 mins 4 mins 

Health 

Alaska House Dental 
Practice 

1,900m 22½ mins 6 mins 2,100m 25 mins 6½ mins 

Blandford Community 
Hospital 

2,000m 24 mins 6 mins 2,200m 26 mins 6½ mins 

Eagle House Practice 2,100m 25 mins 6½ mins 2,300m 27½ mins 7 mins 

White Cliff Hill Surgery 2,000m 24 mins 6 mins 2,200m 26 mins 6½ mins 

Leisure 

Milldown 1,350m 16 mins 4 mins 1,700m 20 mins 5 mins 

Park Road Recreation 
Ground 

2,100m 25 mins 6½ mins 2,100m 25 mins 6½ mins 

Phillip Road Allotments 1,300m 15½ mins 4 mins 1,150m 13½ mins 3½ mins 

Retail 

Proposed Retail 
(Northern Parcel) 

100m 1 min ½ min 450m 5½ mins 1½ mins 

The Co-operative 
(Salisbury Road) 

1,700m 20 mins 5 mins 1,900m 22½ mins 6 mins 

The Co-operative 
(Langton Road) 

2,200m 26 mins 6½ mins 2,150m 25½ mins 6½ mins 

Morrisons 2,300m 27½ mins 7 mins 2,450m 29 mins 7½ mins 

One Stop 1,050m 12½ mins 3 mins 1,250m 15 mins 4 mins 

Petrol Station & 
Convenience Store 

1,100m 13 mins 3½ mins 1,300m 15½ mins 4 mins 

Town Centre 2,000m 24 mins 6 mins 2,050m 24½ mins 6 mins 

Transport 
(Bus Stops) 

Sandbourne Avenue 300m 3½ mins 1 min 750m 9 2½ mins 

Letton Lodge 150m 2 mins  ½ min 400m 5 1 min 

Shottesford Avenue 400m 5 mins 1 min 600m 7 2 mins 

Notes: 
1. Distances are to the nearest 50m, measured along existing and proposed roads and footpaths. 
2. Walking time is based on an average walking speed of 1.4m/s set out in IHT’S ‘Providing for Journeys on Foot’. 
3. Cycling time is based on a cycling speed of 5m/s set out in DMRB Volume 11, Section 3. 

 In summary, there is a good range of local facilities within walking and cycling distance of both 3.8.
parcels of land.  Therefore, with the provision of appropriate pedestrian and cyclist links between 
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the site and the existing pedestrian and cyclist networks, future occupants of the proposed 
residential development should have good accessibility to both existing and planned local 
facilities. 

 Given that the proposals are for a mixed-use development, there will be a range of employment 3.9.
and retail opportunities on site, which will help to increase the level of self-containment and 
encourage walking and cycling modes of travel. 

Pedestrian and Cyclist Route Audit 

Audit Methodology 
 The walking and cycling routes considered by the audit are shown on Figure 4 and can be 3.10.

summarised as follows: 

 Route 1 – Shaftesbury Lane/Salisbury Road towards the town centre. 
 Route 2 – Sandbourne Avenue/Shottesford Avenue/Salisbury Road towards the town 

centre. 
 Route 3 – Salisbury Road towards the town centre. 
 Route 4 – Preetz Way/Larksmead towards the town centre. 
 Route 5 – Preetz Way/Elizabeth Road towards Archbishop Wake C of E School. 

 The audit has assumed that the proposed pedestrian and cyclist links to the site are provided. 3.11.

Route 1 – Shaftesbury Lane/Salisbury Road 
 One of the walking/cycling route options to the town centre is along Shaftesbury Lane/Higher 3.12.

Shaftesbury Road and Salisbury Road. This route provides access to One Stop, a petrol station and 
convenience store, The Co-operative, Alaska House Dental Practice and the town centre. The 
entire route is street lit. 

 A new arm onto the Sunrise Roundabout would provide vehicular and pedestrian/cyclist access to 3.13.
the northern parcel. A footway crosses the A350 via a dropped kerb crossing (with tactile paving) 
on the eastern arm of the roundabout. The footway continues on the eastern side of Shaftesbury 
Lane. 

 The Shaftesbury Lane/Wendal Road/Plough Estate junction is signal controlled, and incorporates a 3.14.
signal controlled pedestrian crossing (with dropped kerbs and tactile paving) on Wendal Road. 
East-west crossing of Shaftesbury Lane is facilitated by a signal controlled pedestrian crossing 
(with dropped kerbs and tactile paving) on the southern arm of Shaftesbury Lane. 

 From the junction, there are footways on both sides of the carriageway as it continues south. The 3.15.
eastern footway crosses Gurkha Road and Lady Baden Powell Road via dropped kerbs. The 
western footway crosses an industrial estate access via dropped kerbs. 

 North of Blandford Cemetery, a short unlit footpath connects the eastern footway with Castleman 3.16.
Smith Close. A signal controlled pedestrian crossing (with dropped kerbs and tactile paving) 
facilitates crossing on Shaftesbury Lane. 

 Between the crossing and Salisbury Road, the western footway crosses an industrial unit access, 3.17.
Holland Way and Holmlea via dropped kerbs (with tactile paving at Holmlea). The eastern footway 
crosses the Blandford Cemetery access via dropped kerbs. 

 The junction between Higher Shaftesbury Road and Salisbury Road is signalised, and incorporates 3.18.
signal controlled pedestrian crossings (with dropped kerbs and tactile paving) on all arms. 
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 From Higher Shaftesbury Road, the western footway crosses Salisbury Crescent and Nordon Road 3.19.
while the eastern footway crosses Hunt Road. All crossings are via dropped kerbs but there is no 
tactile paving. 

 From Nordon Road, the road has a moderate gradient down towards the town centre. Between 3.20.
Kings Road and Damory Street the western footway crosses Peel Close, Fairfield Bungalows, 
Churchill Road and Fairfield Road. The eastern footway crosses Queen’s Road, Victoria Road, 
Albert Road and Edward Street. All crossings are via through dropped kerbs but lack tactile paving. 

 The junction of Salisbury Road and the B3082 Damory Street is a signal controlled crossroad 3.21.
junction with west-north and south-east slip roads. Signal controlled pedestrian crossings (with 
dropped kerbs and tacitle paving) are incorporated on the northern and western arms of the 
junction. 

 From the Salisbury Road/B3082 Damory Street junction, footways on both sides of the 3.22.
carriageway provide access to the town centre. 

Route 2 – Sandbourne Avenue/Shottesford Avenue/Salisbury Road 
 The existing footbridge would provide segregated access across the A350 directly to Gurkha 3.1.

Road/Sandbourne Avenue in the residential development on the south side of the A350. 
Footways are present on both sides of the carriageway on Sandbourne Avenue. Dropped kerb 
crossings are frequent due to regular driveways on both sides. From Sandbourne Avenue, 
pedestrians continue east onto Shottesford Avenue. Footways on both sides of the carriageway 
continue onto Salisbury Road. 

 From Shottesford Avenue, footways continue southwest along Salisbury Road. Both footways 3.2.
cross numerous roads; Dairy Road and Davis Road on the west, and Preetz Way, Rosebank Lane 
and Larksmead on the east. All crossings are via dropped kerbs but lack tactile paving. The 
junction of Salisbury Road/Higher Shaftesbury Road is signalised. Signal controlled pedestrian 
crossings (with dropped kerbs and tactile paving) are incorporated on all arms. From this junction, 
Route 2 joins Route 1 towards the town centre. 

Route 3 – Salisbury Road 
 One of the walking/cycling route options to the town centre is along Salisbury Road. This route 3.3.

provides residents with access to the Salisbury Road bus stops, One Stop, a petrol station and 
convenience store, The Co-operative, and Alaska House Dental Practice. The entire route is street 
lit. Pedestrian access onto Salisbury Road would be provided from the southeast of the northern 
parcel and northwest of the eastern parcel. A footway along the western side of the carriageway 
leads southwest to the existing A350/A354 roundabout. Dropped kerbs and a central island on 
the A350 facilitate crossing at the roundabout to the western side of Salisbury Road. There is 
potential for improvement of the crossings through the introduction of tactile paving on the 
approaches. Additional safety improvements to the island would further increase the 
attractiveness of this walking route. A short distance beyond the roundabout, the footway 
becomes a shared cycleway/footway up to the junction with Shottesford Avenue. The shared 
cycleway/footway crosses Shottesford Avenue via dropped kerbs (with tactile paving). A short 
distance beyond Shottesford Avenue, the cycleway merges with the northbound lane of Salisbury 
Road through the use of a dropped kerb. 

 From Shottesford Avenue, Route 3 joins Route 2 towards the town centre. 3.4.
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Route 4 – Preetz Way/Larksmead 
 Route 4 is between the eastern parcel and the town centre. A proposed pedestrian/cyclist 3.5.

crossing on the A354 Blandford Bypass would connect the eastern parcel to Preetz Way in west 
Blandford. From Preetz Way, footways on both sides of the carriageway route southwest towards 
Counter Close. 

 Dropped kerb crossings are frequent due to regular driveways on both sides of Preetz Way. A 3.6.
short unlit footpath links the end of Counter Close to Lark Rise south of Larksmead Playing Field. 
From here, a footpath on the southern side of the carriageway provides access on to Larksmead 
which in turn continues west before connecting with Salisbury Road. From here, Route 4 joins 
Route 2 towards the town centre. 

Route 5 – Preetz Way/Elizabeth Road 
 Route 5 is between the eastern parcel and to Archbishop Wake C of E School. It follows Route 4 to 3.7.

Lark Rise, and continues south to Tudor Road via a footpath. Footpaths on both sides of Tudor 
Road continue south onto Elizabeth Road.  

 From Elizabeth Road, footways route east along Philip Road at a moderate downhill gradient. An 3.8.
unlit footpath runs parallel to Elizabeth Road along the frontage of the allotments. 

 Along Philip Road, the northern footway crosses Anne Close via dropped kerbs. A narrow unlit 3.9.
footpath connects Philip Road to Downside Close. The accessibility of the footpath is constrained 
by anti-motorcycle gates at both ends of the footpath. 

 Downside Close routes south towards Black Lane and has footways on both sides. From Black 3.10.
Lane there is a footway on the west side of the carriageway, which routes south, crossing 
Ambledon Gardens via dropped kerbs. Crossing movements at the access to Archbishop Wake C 
of E School are facilities by dropped kerbs (with tactile paving).  

Public Transport 
 The provision of attractive public transport services will allow opportunities for sustainable travel 3.11.

over longer distances. 

 The Eastern residential areas will be designed to facilitate bus/coach access, and the proposed 3.12.
access from the A354 Salisbury Road will be designed to allow buses/coaches to enter the 
proposed school site in the northern parcel, access a drop-off area and then exit the site in 
forward gear. 

Local Bus Services 
 The nearest bus stops to the site are on the A354 Salisbury Road and on Sandbourne Avenue. 3.13.

Table 3.3 provides a summary of the regular bus services operating from the nearby bus stops. 
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Table 3.3: Summary of Bus Services in the Vicinity of the Site 

Service Route Days 
Approximate Frequency 

First Service Frequency (Daytime) Last Service 

X8 

Towards Blandford Forum 

Weekdays 08:35 Every 60 minutes 19:42 

Saturdays 09:35 Every 60 minutes 19:42 

Sundays 11:39 4 services 18:09 

Towards Poole 

Weekdays 07:35 Every 60 minutes 17:35 

Saturdays 07:35 Every 60 minutes 17:35 

Sundays 09:39 4 services 16:09 

X12 

Towards Weymouth 
Weekdays 09:38 6 services 18:30 

Saturdays 09:35 6 services 18:30 

Towards Salisbury 
Weekdays 07:21 6 services 16:47 

Saturdays 07:21 6 services 16:47 

Note: 
1. Information obtained from Traveline Southwest (05.02.16). 
2. Information for Service X8 is for the Letton Lodge bus stops. Information for Service X12 is for the Sandbourne 

Avenue bus stops. 

 The routes of these services are shown on Figure 5. Other regular bus services accessible from the 3.14.
town centre are also shown, which include: 

 Service 311, routeing between Blandford Forum and Dorchester. 
 Service X9, routeing between Blandford Forum and Gillingham via Shaftesbury. 
 Service X10, routeing between Blandford Forum and Yeovil via Sturminster Newton. 
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4. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

 This report has been prepared by PFA Consulting on behalf of Savills and provides an appraisal of 4.1.
access in connection with proposals for a mixed-use development on land northeast of Blandford, 
Dorset. The Access Appraisal includes an access strategy for the site.   

 The preferred option for access to the northern parcel, which has support in principle from DCC as 4.2.
the local highway authority, is a new fifth arm from the existing Sunrise Roundabout.   

 Further consultations have established DCC has no objection in principle to the creation of an 4.3.
additional access from the A354 Salisbury Road to link into the northern parcel to access the 
mixed-use development comprising a new school, commercial and residential uses. Additional 
access could also be provided in the form of a left-in only arrangement from the A350.   

 The preferred option for access to the eastern parcel is to provide a main access link from the 4.4.
A354 Blandford Bypass in the form of a new 3-arm roundabout. Creation of a new roundabout 
junction with the A354 Blandford Bypass would provide an independent access to serve the whole 
of the eastern parcel to allow a phased delivery of residential uses on the site. 

 Further consultations have established that DCC has no objection in principle to the creation of an 4.5.
additional access to the A354 Salisbury Road to link into the eastern parcel. 

 All of the above access proposals would allow for the opportunity to provide a new signalised 4.6.
junction at the A350/A354, incorporating pedestrian and cyclist crossing facilities, as requested by 
DCC. This interaction with the new junction will encourage sustainable access and safer 
connections for pedestrians and cyclists, linking Blandford with both parcels of land, providing 
safe routes to the proposed educational facilities and Pimperne beyond. 

 The Access Appraisal includes an audit of pedestrian and cyclist routes, which would link the site 4.7.
with key facilities and destinations within the existing development. The provision of suitable 
pedestrian and cyclist links between the site and the existing town, including a new pedestrian/ 
cycle link across the A354 Blandford Bypass, will be essential as part of any residential 
development of the site. 

 The Access Appraisal also includes a review of existing bus services and facilities, which would 4.8.
provide future residents with options for travel further afield. The Eastern residential areas will be 
designed to facilitate bus/coach access, and the proposed access from the A354 Salisbury Road 
will be designed to allow buses/coaches to enter the proposed school site, access a drop-off area 
and then exit the site in forward gear. 
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