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SUMMARY 
 

1. Lindsay Carrington Ecological Services Limited were appointed by Davis Coats 

families to provide an Ecological Appraisal of land to the north of Blandford 

Forum, Dorset (Ordnance Survey Grid Reference: ST 8976 0774) to investigate 

its suitability for promotion through the Blandford Neighbourhood Plan and the 

North Dorset District Council’s Local Plan.  

2. The site is to be promoted for mixed-use to include housing, employment, a 

school and strategic open space (refer to Appendix I for the Indicative 

Masterplan).  

3. The site comprises actively managed arable fields bounded by hedgerows and 

strips of young plantation-rough grassland and semi-natural woodland. A 

watercourse also flows along the southern boundary of the site. 

4. Key ecological features that should aim to be retained, protected and managed are 

the hedgerows, semi-natural and young plantation woodland. 

5. To accurately assess the impacts of development on this land, protected species 

surveys are required for: birds (breeding and wintering), reptiles, badgers, bats, 

dormice, otter, water vole and crayfish. A detailed botanical survey of the 

Blandford bypass SNCI may also be required. 

6. Given that the ecological interest is largely confined to the field boundaries, 

mitigation for the above ecological receptor should be achievable providing that 

the field boundary features are retained and protected within the development.  

7. Basic principles of mitigation for each habitat and protected species are included 

within this report, though should eventually be based on sound survey data. 

8. The site is considered to be suitable for future development subject to the 

additional surveys outlined within this report and the application of appropriate 

mitigation (refer to section 5).  

9. Enhancement measures designed to benefit wildlife on the site have also been 

included (refer to section 5). 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

Lindsay Carrington Ecological Services (LCES) were appointed by Davis Coats families  

to provide an Ecological Appraisal of land to the north of Blandford Forum, Dorset 

(Ordnance Survey Grid Reference: ST 8976 0774) to investigate its suitability for 

promotion through the Blandford Neighbourhood Plan and the North Dorset District 

Council’s Local Plan.  

The site is to be promoted for mixed-use to include development of housing, 

employment, a school and strategic open space. The plan indicates that the boundary 

vegetation will be retained and existing gaps within the hedgerows will be used where 

possible to facilitate development access; however there is to be widening of some of 

these gaps and hedgerow breaches will be required. A cycle link/bridge is also proposed 

over the watercourse that flows to the south of the site (refer to Appendix I for the 

Indicative Masterplan).  

The purpose of this Ecological Appraisal is to identify any ecological factors that may 

significantly constrain the principle of development of the site. Basic principles of 

mitigation for each habitat and protected species are included within this report, though 

should eventually be based on sound survey data. 

Section 2 of the report provides information on relevant legislation and policy; section 3 

provides the survey methodology; section 4 provides the survey results; section 5 advises 

on protected species surveys where and associated mitigation for each should they be 

confirmed on site following the surveys. 
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2.0 LEGISLATION AND POLICY 

2.1 Legislation 

 

The following legislation may be of relevance to the proposed works. Full details of 

statutory obligations with respect to biodiversity and the planning system can be found in 

DCLG Circular 06/2005. 

 

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010: This transposes the EU 

Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC) into domestic law. The Regulations 

provide protection for a number of species including:  

 

o All species of bat;  

o Dormouse;  

o Otter; and 

o Great crested newt; 

 

This legislation makes it an offence to deliberately capture, kill or injure individuals of 

these species listed on Schedule 2 and damage or destroy their breeding site or place of 

shelter. It is also illegal to deliberately disturb these species in such a way as to be likely 

to significantly affect: (i) the ability of any significant group of the species to survive, 

breed or rear or nurture their young; or (ii) the local distribution or abundance of the 

species;
1
  

 

This legal protection means that where development has the potential to impact on bats, 

or other European protected species, the results of a protected species survey must be 

submitted with a planning application.   

 

Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs) are also 

protected under this legislation. These are a network of sites designated for supporting 

habitats or species of high nature conservation importance in the European context. Any 

activity that has a detrimental effect on these European sites is made an offence under the 

Regulations. Where a development is likely to have a significant impact on a European 

site, the Regulations require a rigorous assessment of the impacts, known as an 

Appropriate Assessment. 

 

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (and amendments): Protected fauna and flora 

are listed under Schedules 1, 5 & 8 of the Act.  Species likely to be of relevance include: 

 

                                                 
1
 Note that the amendment to the Habitats Regulations in August 2007 and January 2009 has resulted in an 

increase in the threshold of illegal levels of disturbance to European Protected Species (EPS). An offence is 

only committed if the deliberate disturbance would result in significant impacts to the EPS population.  

However, it should be noted that activities that cause low levels of disturbance to these species continue to 

constitute an offence under Section 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act (see below). 
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o All species of bat: It is an offence to intentionally or recklessly disturb any 

bat whilst it is occupying a roost or to intentionally or recklessly obstruct 

access to a bat roost; 

o Water vole: It is an offence to damage or destroy their breeding sites and 

resting places; 

o All species of British reptile (in particular grass snake, common lizard, 

adder and slow-worm): It is an offence to kill or injure these species; 

o Great crested newt: It is an offence to obstruct access to any structure or 

place which great crested newts use for shelter or protection or to disturb 

any great crested newt while it is using such a place and 

o White-clawed crayfish: It is illegal to take or disturb this species in the 

wild. 

 

This Act also makes it an offence to intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird or to 

take, damage or destroy their eggs and nests (whilst in use or being built). In addition, it 

is an offence to disturb any nesting bird or their young of those species listed on Schedule 

1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). 

 

Schedule 9 of the Act lists species for which it is an offence to plant or cause their spread. 

Species listed under Schedule 9 that are most likely to be encountered are Japanese 

knotweed (Fallopia japonica) and giant hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum). 

 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) are also protected under the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). SSSIs are a network of sites identified as being of 

national nature conservation importance and hence afforded legal protection. 

 

The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000: This Act strengthens nature 

conservation and wildlife protection through a number of mechanisms. It places a duty on 

Government Ministers and Departments to conserve biological diversity, provides police 

with stronger powers relating to wildlife crimes, and improves protection and 

management of SSSIs. 

 

The Protection of Badgers Act 1992: This Act makes it an offence to wilfully take, 

injure or kill a badger (Meles meles), cruelly mistreat a badger, interfere with badger 

setts, sell or possess a live badger, mark or ring a badger. 

 

Wild Mammals (Protection) Act 1996: This Act provides protection for all wild 

animals from intentional acts of cruelty. 

 

Hedgerow Regulations 1997: These Regulations establish a set of criteria for assessing 

the importance of hedgerows. 
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2.2 Policy 

 

The following policies are of relevance to the development proposals: 

 

2.2.1 National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)  
 

This sets out the Government’s vision for biodiversity in England with the broad aim that 

planning, construction, development and regeneration should maintain and enhance, 

restore or add to biodiversity and geological conservation interests. NPPF includes 

sections on legally protected species and sites (see Section 2.1). 

 

2.2.2 North Dorset Local Planning Policy 
 
This sets out the strategic planning policies for North Dorset. It gives guidance on how 

proposals for development will be considered and is the main basis for making decisions 

on planning applications. It forms part of ‘the development plan’ for an area and all 

planning decisions must be made in accordance with the development plan unless 

‘material considerations’ indicate otherwise. The Local Plan shares the same principles as 

the NPPF including sustainable development. This plan is currently in the developmental 

stages and yet to be finalised. Please refer to 

https://www.dorsetforyou.com/planning/north-dorset/planning-policy for further 

information.  

 

2.2.3 Local Sites (including Sites of Nature Conservation Interest (SNCIs), 
Local Nature Reserves (LNR), and Biological Notification Sites 
(BNSs)/County Wildlife Sites (CWSs))  

 

These are a network of sites designated for their nature conservation in a local context. 

Although they are not afforded legal protection they contribute towards local and national 

biodiversity. Where such development is permitted, the Local Planning Authority will use 

conditions and/or planning obligations to minimise their damage and provide 

compensatory and site management measures where appropriate. 

 

2.2.4 Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPs) 
 

BAPs set out policy for protecting and restoring priority species and habitats as part of 

the UK’s response as signatories to the Convention on Biological Diversity. BAPs 

operate at both a national and local level with priority species and habitats identified at a 

national level and a series of Local BAPs that identify ecological features of particular 

importance to a particular area of the country. The requirement to consider and contribute 

towards BAP targets was strengthened through the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 

2000. Habitat and Species Action Plans that may be of relevance include: 

 

o Hedgerow (UKBAP) 

o Watercourse (UKBAP) 

https://www.dorsetforyou.com/planning/north-dorset/planning-policy
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3.0 METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Desk study 

 

The Multi-Agency Geographical Information for the Countryside (MAGIC) website was 

used to provide information on statutorily sites designated for nature conservation for a 5 

km radius around the site. The Dorset Environmental Records Centre (DERC) was also 

consulted for protected and notable species records for a 2 km radius around the site.  

3.2 Field study 

3.2.1 Vegetation survey 

 

The standard Phase 1 habitat survey methodology (JNCC, 2010) was applied whereby 

habitats are mapped using colour codes. Appendix II presents the Phase 1 habitat map of 

the site with an accompanying key.  

 

A detailed walkover survey was undertaken of the site on the 8
th

 January 2016 by Senior 

Ecologist Cassie Todd and Assistant Ecologist Alex Hannam directly searching for 

legally protected and invasive plant species and categorising any habitats of ecological 

value that were recorded. A description of the vegetation was also noted, listing species 

recorded and scoring their abundance using the DAFOR scale:  

 

 D Dominant; 

 A Abundant; 

 F Frequent; 

 O Occasional; 

 R Rare; 

 L Local (used as a prefix to any of the above). 

3.2.2 Protected and notable species 

 

Badgers 

 

A direct search was undertaken for signs of badger on and within 30 m of the site (where 

access was possible). Signs of badger may include setts, dung pits, latrines, paths or hairs. 

Any setts recorded were classified according to the number of entrances and the extent of 

their use. 

 

Great crested newts 

 

Suitable breeding ponds are essential to support populations of great crested newt 

(Triturus cristatus) although they actually only spend a relatively short period of the year 

in the ponds during the spring for breeding. The rest of the year is spent in suitable 

‘foraging’ habitat such as tall grassland and woodland. During the winter the great 
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crested newt hibernates often amongst the roots of trees and scrub or in places such as 

piles of rubble, building foundations or under fallen trees and logs. 

 

Great crested newts are known to forage up to 500 m from their breeding sites. Suitable 

habitats within 500 m metres must therefore be considered even in situations where the 

breeding site itself will not be affected. Ponds within a 500 m radius of the site were 

therefore identified and habitats within and immediately adjacent to the site were 

assessed for suitability as foraging habitat.  

 

Reptiles 

 

Reptiles are widespread in habitats that provide cover in the form of scrub or tall 

vegetation, and basking areas such as areas of hard standing or short grassland. Piles of 

debris or rubble also provide excellent cover and hibernation sites for reptiles. Habitats 

within the site were therefore assessed for potential to support reptiles.  

 

Bats 

 

Potential for the site to support roosting, foraging and commuting bats was assessed by 

Cassie Todd (Natural England Class 2 Licence number: CLSO-1524) on 8
th

 January 2016 

in accordance with the Bat Conservation Trust (BCT) Bat Surveys for Professional 

Ecologists Good Practice Guidelines (Collins et al., 2016). 

 

Roosts 

 

All bats use trees as they provide a foraging area and connectivity between different 

habitats, however the most significant use is as a roost. Bats often access tree roosts 

through key areas such as natural holes, woodpecker holes, cracks and splits in major 

limbs, behind loose bark and thick-stemmed ivy, and through hollows and cavities. 

 

The presence of roosting bats in trees can be difficult to spot, however the following 

signs indicate the possible use by bats: 

 

 Tiny scratches and staining around entrance points;  

 Bat droppings in / below entry; 

 Smoothing of surfaces around cavities; and  

 The distinctive smell of bats.   

 

The absence of these cannot, however, be treated as conclusive evidence that bats are not 

using the trees. Each tree on site will be categorized for its potential to support roosting 

bats according to the criteria set out on the following scale in accordance with the BCT 

survey guidelines. 
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Table 1: Classifying the bat roosting potential of trees 

 

High Significant roosting potential, capable of supporting large bat roosts. 

Moderate Moderate roosting potential, either because they contain a large number 

of suitable features or those features present appear optimal. 

Low No obvious potential or with roosting features that appear less suitable. 

Negligible No potential to support roosting bats. 

 

Foraging and commuting 

 

The habitats on the site were assessed for potential value for foraging and commuting 

bats according to the following scale:  

 

Table 2: Assigning bat commuting and foraging potential  

 

Negligible Negligible habitat features on site likely to be used by commuting or 

foraging bats. 

 

Low Habitat that could be used by small numbers of commuting bats such as a 

gappy hedgerow or unvegetated stream, but isolated or poorly connected 

to habitat in the surrounding landscape. 

 

Suitable, but isolated habitat that could be used by small numbers of 

foraging bats such as a lone tree (not in parkland) or a patch of scrub. 

 

Moderate Continuous habitat connected to the wider landscape that bats may use for 

commuting such as tree-lines and scrub or linked back gardens. 

 

Habitat that connects to the wider landscape that bats may use for 

foraging such as trees, scrub grassland and water. 

 

High Continuous, high quality habitat that is well connected to the wider 

landscape that is likely to used regularly  by commuting bats such as river 

valleys, streams, hedgerows, tree-lines and woodland edge. 

 

High quality habitat that is well-connected to the wider landscape that is 

likely to be used regularly by commuting bats such as broadleaved 

woodland, tree-lined watercourses and grazed parkland. 

 

Site is close to and connected to known roosts. 

 

 

Dormice 
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The site was assessed for potential to support dormice (Muscardinus avellanarius), which 

use habitats such as hedgerows, scrub and woodland with good connectivity and suitable 

food plants. Satellite images were also used to assess the connectivity of any suitable 

habitat on the site to surrounding woodland and hedgerows. 

 

Other species 

 

The site was assessed for suitability to support other protected and notable fauna 

including birds, invertebrates and mammals with reference to the Guidelines for 

Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (CIEEM, 2013). 
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4.0 RESULTS 

4.1 Desk study 

 

Data obtained from the internet resources MAGIC and results from DERC are presented 

below. 

4.1.1 Statutory sites 

 

Table 3 below lists the statutory sites designated for nature conservation within a 5 km 

radius of the application site. 

 

Table 3: Statutory designated sites within 5 km of the application site  

 

Site name Conservation 

status 

Distance 

and 

direction  

from site  

Size 

(Ha) 

Habitat description 

Blandford 

Camp 

SSSI 1.40 km 

East  

28.49 The site is of special interest for 

its high quality downland turf and 

species-rich chalk grassland. 

Bryanston SSSI 1.95 km 

Southwest  

0.3 A breeding site for greater 

horseshoe bats in Dorset. 

Handocks 

Bottom 

SSSI 3.45 km 

North  

54.9 Woodland consists largely of ash 

(Fraxinus excelsior), pedunculate 

oak (Quercus robur) and field 

maple (Acer campestre) with an 

under-storey of hazel with a rich 

ground flora. 

Hod and 

Hambledon 

Hill 

SSSI 3.80 km 

Northwest  

103.9 Chalk grassland and scrub with 

interesting local characteristics. 

The site is important in the study 

of geographical distribution of 

plants and animals associated with 

chalk. 

 

Further consideration within section 5 has been given to Bryanston SSSI, notified for 

breeding greater horseshoe bats. Due to lack of habitat connectivity, distance and 

absence of public rights of way between the application site and the rest of the SSSIs, 

significant adverse impacts to non-statutory sites are not expected and therefore no 

further action is required. These SSSIs have therefore been scoped out from the rest of 

the assessment.   
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4.1.2 Non-statutory sites 

 

Table 4 below lists non-statutory sites designated for nature conservation within a 2 km 

radius of the application site. 

 

Table 4: Non-statutory sites within 2 km of the application site 

 

Site name Conservation 

status 

Distance 

from site 

(km) 

Size (Ha) Habitat description 

Blandford 

bypass  

SNCI On the 

western 

boundary 

- Verge that is notified for its 

neutral and acid grassland plant 

species. 

Blandford 

Camp 

SNCI 1.40 km 

East 

28.49 High quality downland turf and 

species-rich chalk grassland. 

Bryanston 

woods 

SNCI 1.95 km 

Southwest 

4.6 Semi-natural deciduous 

woodland. 

The Cliff, 

Bryanston 

SNCI 1.95 km 

Southwest 

37.8 Yew dominated woodland on a 

steep slope. 

The 

Milldown 

SNCI 1.15 km 

West  

11.3 Unimproved chalk grassland 

and semi-improved neutral 

grassland.  

 

According to the proposals, an existing gap within a hedgerow on the western boundary 

is to be widened to facilitate access into the development. This will involve partial 

clearance of the Blandford bypass SNCI. Further recommendations have therefore been 

made in section 5. 

4.1.3 Protected and notable species records 

 

DERC returned the following protected and notable species records within 2 km of the 

site for the last ten years. Records of greater horseshoe bats are for a 4 km radius around 

the site. 

 

Table 5: Protected and notable species for a 2 km radius and greater horseshoe 

records for a 4 km radius around the application site  

 

Common Name Scientific name Status Location 

Amphibians and reptiles 

Slow-worm Anguis fragilis Sch. 5 WCA
2
, 

UKBAP
3
 

3 records located within 

2 km of the site  

                                                 
2
 WCA: Statutorily protected by the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) (as amended) 

3
 UK BAP: UK Biodiversity Action Plan Species 
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Common Name Scientific name Status Location 

Common lizard 

 

Zootoca vivipara Sch. 5 WCA, 

UKBAP 

1 record located within 2 

km of the site 

Mammals(non-bats) 

West European 

hedgehog 

Erinaceus 

europaeus 

UKBAP 30 records within 2 km 

of the site 

Badger Meles meles PBA
4
 26 records within 2 km 

of the site  

European otter Lutra lutra Sch. 5 WCA, 

UKBAP 

36 records within 2 km 

of the site  

Mammals (bats) 

Barbastelle Barbastella 

barbastellus 

 

Sch. 2 Habs 

Regs, Sch. 5 

WCA, UKBAP 

1 record within 2 km of 

the site  

Serotine  Eptesicus serotinus Sch. 2 Habs 

Regs, Sch. 5 

WCA 

5 record within 2 km of 

the site  

Natterer’s bat Myotis nattereri 

 

Sch. 2 Habs 

Regs, Sch. 5 

WCA 

1 record within 2 km of 

the site  

Daubenton’s bat Myotis daubentonii Sch. 2 Habs 

Regs, Sch. 5 

WCA 

1 record within 2 km of 

the site  

Common 

pipistrelle 

Pipistrellus 

pipistrellus 

Sch. 2 Habs 

Regs, Sch. 5 

WCA 

4 records within 2 km of 

the site  

Soprano pipistrelle Pipistrellus 

pygmaeus 

Sch. 2 Habs 

Regs, Sch. 5 

WCA, UKBAP 

2 records within 2 km of 

the site  

Pipistrelle sp. Pipistrellus sp. Sch. 2 Habs 

Regs, Sch. 5 

WCA 

2 records within 2 km of 

the site  

Brown long-eared Plecotus auritus Sch. 2 Habs 

Regs, Sch. 5 

WCA, UKBAP 

3 records within 2 km of 

the site  

Grey long-eared Plecotus austriacus Sch. 2 Habs 

Regs, Sch. 5 

WCA, UKBAP 

1 record within 2 km of 

the site in 2005 

Long-eared sp. Plecotus sp. Sch. 2 Habs 

Regs, Sch. 5 

WCA, UKBAP 

2 records within 2 km of 

the site  

                                                 
4
 PBA: Protection of badger Act 1992 
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Common Name Scientific name Status Location 

Lesser horseshoe Rhinolophus 

hipposideros 

 

Sch. 2 Habs 

Regs, Sch. 5 

WCA, UKBAP 

1 record within 2 km of 

the site 

Greater horseshoe Rhinolophus 

ferrumequinum 

Sch. 2 Habs 

Regs, Sch. 5 

WCA, UKBAP 

8 records within 4 km of 

the site  

Birds 

Kingfisher Alcedo atthis Sch. 1 WCA 3 records within 2 km of 

the site  

Hen harrier Circus cyaneus Sch. 1 WCA 3 records within 2 km of 

the site  

Merlin Falco columbarius Sch. 1 WCA 1 record within 2 km of 

site  

Brambling Fringilla 

montifringilla 

Sch. 1 WCA 2 records within 2 km of 

the site  

Red kite Milvus milvus Sch. 1 WCA 2 records located within 

2 km of the site dated in 

2007 and 2008 

Osprey  Pandion haliaetus Sch. 1 WCA 1 record within 2 km of 

site  

Black redstart Phoenicurus 

ochruros 

Sch. 1 WCA 1 record within 2 km of 

the site  

Golden plover Pluvialis apricaria 

 

Birds Directive 

Annex 1 

3 records within 2 km of 

site  

Redwing Turdus iliacus 

 

Sch. 1 WCA 1 record within 2 km of 

the site  

Barn owl Tyto alba Sch. 1 WCA  5 records within 2 km of 

the site  

 

The records of protected and notable species listed above increase the likelihood of them 

being present on site where suitable habitat has been identified. 

4.2 Field study 

4.2.1 Immediate surroundings 

 

The site is situated to the northeast of Blandford Forum with; arable land and an 

industrial estate to the north, arable land to the south, arable land and parkland to the east, 

and houses, the A350 and the A354 to the west. The A354, housing and gardens bisect 

the site in two.  

4.2.2 Vegetation 
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A Phase 1 habitat map of the site, showing the habitats recorded and highlighting areas of 

particular interest with target notes has been provided in Appendix II. 

 

The site comprises mostly arable land with improved grassland, hedgerows, dense scrub, 

plantation woodland, semi-natural broadleaved woodland and a watercourse. 

 

Descriptions of these habitats are provided below: 

 

Arable (Target note 1) 

 

The site comprises mostly arable ploughed farmland each sown with a single crop 

species.  

 

Given its heavy management and lack of botanical species diversity, the arable land is 

considered to have negligible value. Further action to enhance its ecological value has 

been recommended in section 5. 

 

Improved grassland (Target note 2) 

 

A strip of improved grassland was recorded along the northwest boundary of the site. 

Species comprise cock’s-foot (Dactylis glomerata), springy turf-moss (Rhytidiadelphus 

squarrosus), smooth meadow-grass (Poa pratensis), common nettle (Urtica dioica) and 

ivy (Hedera helix). A full species list together with their abundances, have been provided 

in the table below.  

 

Table 6: Species recorded within improved grassland 

 

Common name Latin name Abundance Status  

Grasses, sedges, rushes and ferns 

Wild oat-grass Avena fatua  R Common and 

widespread 

Cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata D Common & 

widespread 

Smooth meadow-grass Poa pratensis F Common in dry 

grasslands, roadsides 

& waste places 

Herbaceous species 

Yarrow Achillea millefolium R Common & 

widespread 

Ivy Hedera helix 

 

O Common & 

widespread 

Bristly ox-tongue Picris echioides O Common on clay or 

chalk soils 

Dandelion Taraxacum agg. O Common & 

widespread 

Mosses 
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Common name Latin name Abundance Status  

Springy turf moss Rhytidiadelphus 

squarrosus 

F Common & 

widespread 

 

Plantation woodland (Target note 3) 

 

Strips of young broadleaved trees grow above rough grassland, which are located around 

several of the field boundaries within the site. Species recorded within this habitat 

comprise silver birch (Betula pendula), hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) and ash 

(Fraxinus excelsior). A full species list together with their abundances, have been 

provided in the table below.  

 

Table 7: Species recorded within the plantation woodland 

 

Common name Latin name Abundance Status  

Grasses, sedges, rushes and ferns 

Wild oat-grass Avena fatua R Common & 

widespread 

Cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata D Common & 

widespread 

Smooth meadow-grass Poa pratensis F Common in dry 

grasslands, roadsides 

& waste places 

Herbaceous species 

Yarrow Achillea millefolium R Common & 

widespread 

Ivy Hedera helix O Common & 

widespread 

Bristly ox tongue Picris echioides O Common on clay or 

chalk soils 

Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. LD Common & 

widespread 

Dandelion Taraxacum agg. O Common & 

widespread 

Trees 

Silver birch Betula pendula O Common & 

widespread in dry 

woodlands, downs & 

heaths 

Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna O Common & 

widespread 

Beech Fagus sylvatica O Common & 

widespread 

Ash Fraxinus excelsior O Common on moister, 

base-rich soils 
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Common name Latin name Abundance Status  

Cherry Prunus sp.  O Frequent - locally 

common in 

woodlands, hedge-

banks & richer soils 

Oak Quercus robur O Common & 

widespread, except on 

very poor soils 

Willow Salix sp. O Common on 

streamsides, wet 

woodlands, fens & 

richer lowland soils 

Elder Sambucus nigra O Common on nutrient-

enriched soils 

 

The plantation woodland comprises a range of young common and widespread native 

species. Given that it adds habitat structure to the site, it is considered to be of moderate 

ecological value, which is likely to increase if retained into the future. Recommendations 

have therefore been made in section 5. 

 

Hedgerows 

 

Native hedgerows are located on the field boundaries. The hedgerows tend to be 

dominated by hawthorn with occasional blackthorn (Prunus spinosa), sycamore (Acer 

pseudoplatanus) and holly (Ilex aquifolium). Hedgerows have been numbered within the 

Phase 1 map (Appendix II). 

 

Due to their species-richness, Hedgerows 9, 11 and 12 are likely to be ‘important’ under 

the Hedgerows Regulations 1997. Due to a lack of native species and other features, it is 

unlikely that any of the other hedgerows qualify as ‘important’ under the Hedgerows 

Regulations 1997; however these hedgerows are native and are therefore considered a 

UK BAP habitat. The hedgerows are therefore considered to be of moderate value.  

 

Further action has therefore been recommended in section 5.2. 

 

Hedgerow 1  

 

This intact species-poor and recently managed hedgerow is approximately 3 m tall, 2 m 

wide and 450 m long. Hedgerow 1 comprises native and non-native species and is located 

along the northern and western boundaries of the northern field. A full species list 

together with their abundances, have been provided in the table below. 

 

Table 8: Species recorded within hedgerow 1 

 

Common name Latin name Abundance Status  

Grasses, sedges, rushes and ferns 
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Common name Latin name Abundance Status  

Cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata D Common & 

widespread 

Herbaceous species 

Fool's parsley Aethusa cynapium R Common on arable & 

wasteland 

Lords-and-ladies Arum maculatum R Common, mostly on 

calcareous or richer 

soils 

Hedge bindweed Calystegia sepium O Common & 

widespread 

Thistle Cirsium sp. LF Common & 

widespread 

Hemlock Conium maculatum R Common by streams, 

on wasteland & 

roadsides 

Montbretia Crocosmia x 

crocosmiiflora 

O Invasive 

Cleavers Galium aparine F Common & 

widespread 

Herb-Robert Geranium robertianum R Common & 

widespread 

Ground ivy Glechoma hederacea F Common & 

widespread except on 

the poorest soils 

Ivy Hedera helix LF Common & 

widespread 

Hogweed Heracleum 

sphondylium 

R Common & 

widespread 

Honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum R Common & 

widespread, mostly 

on acid soils 

Dog-rose Rosa canina R Common & 

widespread 

Common nettle Urtica dioica LF Common & 

widespread 

Trees 

Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus R Introduced, common 

on richer soils 

Butterfly-bush Buddleja davidii R Non-native, invasive 

Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna D Common & 

widespread 

Leyland Cypress Cuprocyparis leylandii R Ornamental 

Spindle Euonymus eurpaeus R Common on 

calcareous soils 
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Common name Latin name Abundance Status  

Holly Ilex aquifolium O Common on drier 

soils 

Blackthorn Prunus spinosa O Common & 

widespread 

 

Hedgerow 2  

 

This intact species-poor and recently managed hedgerow is approximately 4 m tall, 3 m 

wide and 220 m long. Hedgerow 2 comprises native and non-native species and is located 

along the eastern boundary of the northern field. Hedgerow 2 comprises the same species 

and abundances as Hedgerow 1 (see Table 8). 

 

Hedgerow 3  

 

This defunct species-poor native hedgerow is approximately 2 m wide, 2 m tall and 150 

m long. There were no recent signs of management. Hedgerow 3 is located on the 

boundary between the northern and middle field within the north of the site. A full 

species list together with their abundances, have been provided in the table below. 

 

Table 9: Species recorded within hedgerow 3 

 

Common name Latin name Abundance Status  

Grasses, sedges, rushes and ferns 

Cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata D Common & 

widespread 

Herbaceous species 

Hedge bindweed Calystegia sepium O Common & 

widespread 

Cleavers Galium aparine 

 

F Common & 

widespread 

Herb-robert Geranium robertianum 

 

R Common & 

widespread 

Ground Ivy Glechoma hederacea 

 

F Common & 

widespread except on 

the poorest soils 

 

Ivy Hedera helix 

 

LF Common & 

widespread 

Honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum 

 

R Common & 

widespread, mostly 

on acid soils 

Dog-rose Rosa canina R Common & 

widespread 
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Common name Latin name Abundance Status  

Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. LD Common & 

widespread 

Common nettle Urtica dioica LF Common & 

widespread 

Shrubs and trees  

Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna D Common & 

widespread 

Ash Fraxinus excelsior O Common on moister, 

base-rich soils 

 

Hedgerow 4  

 

This intact species-poor native hedgerow is approximately 2 m wide, 2 m tall and 150 m 

long with recent signs of management. Hedgerow 4 is located on the eastern boundary of 

the middle field on the northern site. The species composition and abundances are similar 

to hedgerow 3 with the addition of occasional holly. Table 9 provides the species and 

abundances recorded within this hedgerow. 

 

Hedgerow 5  

 

This intact species-poor native hedgerow is approximately 2 m wide, 2 m tall and 150 m 

long with recent signs of management. Hedgerow 5 is located on the boundary of the 

middle and southern field on the northern site. The species composition and abundances 

are similar to Hedgerow 3 with the addition of occasional blackthorn. Table 9 provides 

the species and abundances recorded within this hedgerow. 

 

Hedgerow 6  

 

This intact species-poor hedgerow is approximately 2 m high, 2 m wide and 200 m long. 

The hedgerow has been recently flailed. Hedgerow 6 is located along the eastern 

boundary of the northern part of the site. The species composition and abundances are 

similar to Hedgerow 3 with the addition of occasional elder (Sambucus nigra) and dog 

rose (Rosa canina). 

 

Hedgerow 7  

 

This intact species-poor hedgerow is approximately 3 m tall, 2 m wide and 400 m long, 

which slopes down towards the road on the western boundary. The species composition 

and abundances are similar to Hedgerow 1 (refer to Table 8). 

 

Hedgerow 8  

 

Hedgerow 8 is approximately 2m high, 2m wide and 450m long. There was evidence of 

recent management. The ground flora species were the same as Hedgerow 1 however 

there were additional tree species shown in table 10 below. Hedgerow 8 is located in the 
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southern site and divides the northern field from the two southern fields. The hedgerow is 

considered to be species rich with over 7 species present.  

 

Table 10: Species recorded within hedgerow 8 

 

Common name Latin name Abundance Status  

Grasses, sedges, rushes and ferns 

Cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata D Common & 

widespread 

Herbaceous species 

Fool's parsley Aethusa cynapium R Common on arable & 

wasteland 

Lords-and-Ladies Arum maculatum 

 

R Common, mostly on 

calcareous or richer 

soils 

Hedge bindweed Calystegia sepium O Common & 

widespread 

Creeping thistle Cirsium arvense  LF Common & 

widespread 

Hemlock Conium maculatum 

 

R Common by streams, 

on wasteland & 

roadsides 

Montbretia Crocosmia x 

crocosmiiflora 

 

O Invasive Schedule 9 

Cleavers Galium aparine 

 

F Common & 

widespread 

Herb-robert Geranium robertianum 

 

R Common & 

widespread 

Ground Ivy Glechoma hederacea 

 

F Common & 

widespread except on 

the poorest soils 

Ivy Hedera helix 

 

LF Common & 

widespread 

Hogweed Heracleum 

sphondylium 

 

R Common & 

widespread 

Honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum 

 

R Common & 

widespread, mostly 

on acid soils 

Dog-rose Rosa canina 

 

R Common & 

widespread 

Common nettle Urtica dioica 

 

LF Common & 

widespread 

Trees 
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Common name Latin name Abundance Status  

Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna 

 

D Common & 

widespread 

Beech Fagus sylvatica O Common & 

widespread 

Ash Fraxinus excelsior O Common on moister, 

base-rich soils 

Holly Ilex aquifolium R Common on drier 

soils 

Scots pine Pinus sylvetris R Common and 

widespread 

Elder  Sambucus nigra O Common on nutrient-

enriched soils 

 

Hedgerow 9  

 

This intact native species-rich hedgerow is 2 m tall, 2 m wide and 400 m long. The 

hedgerow was bordered by a stock proof fence which ran along the western boundary of 

the northern field. The species composition was the same as Hedgerow 8 with the 

addition of a yew tree (Taxus baccata) (see Table 10.) 

 

Hedgerow 10  

 

This intact native hedgerow is approximately 2 m tall, 2 m wide and 250 m long. The 

hedgerow is well maintained and borders a property to the north of the site. The species 

composition similar to Hedgerow 8 with additional ground flora species comprising 

occasional annual meadow-grass (Poa annua) and rare hogweed (Heracleum 

sphondylium), white dead-nettle (Lamium album) and shepherd’s-purse (Capsella bursa-

pastoris) (see Table 10).  

 

Hedgerow 11 

 

This intact native species-rich hedgerow is approximately 3 m tall, 2 m in wide and 800 

m long. The hedgerow was located on the eastern boundary and dominated by beech. The 

hedgerow has a similar in species composition to Hedgerow 8 with the addition of hazel 

(see Table 10).  

 

Hedgerow 12  

 

This intact species-rich hedgerow is approximately 3 m tall, 2 m wide and 200 m long. 

The hedgerow is located within the south of the site. The hedgerow has a similar species 

composition to Hedgerow 8 with the addition of spindle (Euonymus eurpaeus) (see Table 

10). 

 

Hedgerow 13  
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This intact native hedgerow is approximately 3 m tall, 5 m wide and 200 m long. The 

hedgerow is located on the southern boundary of the southern site. The species 

composition is the same as Hedgerow 8 (see Table 10.) 

 

Dense scrub  

 

Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg) scrub was recorded within the northeast corner and along 

the southwest boundary of the northern part of the site. The scrub is limited in extent and 

number of species and therefore considered to be of negligible value and therefore been 

screened out from the rest of the assessment. 

 

Scattered trees  

 

Scattered trees are present along the field boundaries and within the hedgerows. Species 

include locally frequent ash (Fraxinus excelsior) and occasional oak (Quercus robur), 

beech (Fagus sylvatica), sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), hazel and yew. 

 

Further recommendations have therefore been made in Section 5. 

 

Semi-natural broadleaved woodland (Target note 4) 

 

Small areas of woodland are located within the south and southwest parts of the site. 

Large mature beech trees were recorded within the southwest corner with the understorey 

comprising hawthorn, sycamore, holly with a ground flora of ivy (Hedera helix), 

common nettle (Urtica dioica), montbretia (Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora) and dog rose 

(Rosa canina). The woodland is not considered to be ancient due to its absence from the 

Ancient Woodland Inventory and lack of ancient woodland indicator species. 
 

The woodland is considered to be of moderate ecological value, therefore further action 

has been recommended in section 5. 

4.3 Protected and notable species 

4.3.1 Great crested newts 

 

DERC returned no records of great crested newt and no ponds were recorded on the site. 

According to OS maps, there are three ponds that are located within 500 m of the site (at 

OS Grid References: ST90200732, ST90360766 and ST90380801) though the busy A354 

road and a watercourse to the east of the site sever their habitat connectivity from the 

application site. The site is therefore considered to have negligible potential for great 

crested newts, which have therefore been screened out from the rest of the assessment. 

4.3.2 Reptiles 

 

DERC returned records for slow-worm and common lizard. The young plantation, rough 

grassland, hedgerow bases and rubble piles also provides potential habitat for foraging 
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and hibernating reptiles. The site is therefore considered to have moderate potential for 

reptiles. 

 

Further recommendations have been provided in section 5.3. 

 

4.3.3 Badgers 
 

A separate confidential badger report for the badger survey results has been provided. 

4.3.4 Bats 

 

Roosts 

 

Trees within the woodland and five scattered trees within the south of the site have high 

potential for roosting bats due to holes and crevices within the trunks/limbs. 

 

Foraging and commuting 

 

DERC returned numerous records of bats, including the greater horseshoe bat. Bryanston 

SSSI, notified for its breeding population of greater horseshoe bats, is also located 1.95 

km southwest of the site. The site also comprises woodland and mature hedgerows that 

link to a wider network of similar habitats within the landscape. According to the BCT 

Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologists Good Practice Guidelines (Collins et al., 2012), 

the site has moderate habitat quality for foraging and commuting bats. 

 

Further recommendations have been provided in section 5.3. 

4.3.5 Dormouse 

 

Although DERC did not return records of the hazel dormouse, Blandford Forum is 

located within this species range. The hedgerows and woodland on the site also contain 

their food plants such as bramble and hazel, and plants used for nest-building such as 

honeysuckle (Lonicera periclymenum) on the site also connect to a wider network of 

suitable habitats. The site is therefore considered to have moderate potential for 

dormice. 

 

Further recommendations have been provided in section 5.3. 

4.3.6 Otters 

 

DERC returned numerous records for otter and the watercourse located to the south of the 

site was noted to have moderate potential to support otter. The River Stour located to the 

south of the site is also known locally to support otters and water voles and although the 

stretch of river to the east of the site appears isolated from the River Stour it still provides 
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suitable habitat for otters. The watercourse is therefore considered to have moderate 

potential for otter. 

 

Further recommendations have been provided in section 5.3. 

4.3.7 Water vole 

 

The river located to the east of the southern site could potentially provide habitat for 

water voles (Arvicola amphibius). Although records obtained from DERC did not 

identify records of water voles within 2km this does not mean that they will be absent 

from the site. The watercourse is therefore considered to have moderate potential for 

water vole.  

 

Further recommendations have been provided in section 5.3. 

4.3.8 Birds 

 

Breeding birds 

 

DERC returned numerous Schedule 1, red listed Birds of Conservation Concern (BoCC) 

(Eaton et al., 2009) and the woodland, hedgerows and scrub on the site have potential to 

support a range of common nesting bird species during the breeding season and provide 

roosting and feeding habitat during the rest of the year. In addition, the arable fields have 

potential for ground nesting birds such as skylark (Alauda arvensis), a UKBAP species. 

 

DERC returned five records of barn owl and there is potential for barn owls to forage 

along the strips of young plantation/rough grassland.  

 

Given the records, size and habitats recorded, the site is therefore considered to have high 

potential for nesting birds and moderate potential for significant breeding bird species/ 

assemblages. 

 

Wintering birds 

 

During the survey, overwintering redwing (Turdus iliacus) and fieldfare (Turdus pilaris) 

were recorded using the hedgerows on site. DERC also returned records of golden plover 

within 2 km of the site. 

 

Given the records, the size and habitats recorded on the site, the site is considered to have 

moderate potential for significant wintering bird assemblages. 

 

Further recommendations have been provided in section 5.3. 

 

4.3.9 Crayfish 
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DERC did not return any records for crayfish, though the watercourse may be deep and 

likely to contain large boulders/ wood debris that crayfish may occupy, though surface 

run-off from the arable field may adversely affect the water quality. The watercourse (just 

off-site) is therefore considered to have low potential for white-clawed crayfish. 

 

Further recommendations have been provided in section 5.3. 

 

4.3.10 Other species 
 

Hedgehog 

 

DERC returned numerous records of hedgehog within 2 km of the site and suitable 

foraging/nesting habitat for hedgehogs in the form of hedgerows, woodland and grassland 

were recorded on the site. The site is therefore considered to have moderate potential for 

hedgehog.   

 

Further recommendations have been provided in section 5.3. 

 

Invertebrates 

 

DERC returned numerous invertebrate records within 2 km of the site, none of which are 

legally protected or pertain to the site. Overall, it is expected that invertebrate interest is 

limited to mainly common species and confined to the more ecologically valuable 

habitats i.e. the woodland and hedgerows on the site boundaries, which are likely to be 

retained as part of the development. The site is therefore considered to have negligible 

potential for rare and/or notable invertebrates. Invertebrates have therefore been screened 

out from the rest of the assessment. 

 

Further recommendations have been provided in section 5.3. 

 

4.3.11 Invasive species 
 

Montbretia has been recorded on the site which is listed on Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). In addition to this buddleia (Buddleja davidii) was 

also recorded on the site and while not listed on Schedule 9 this species can become 

invasive if left unmanaged.  

 

Further recommendations have been provided in section 5.3. 
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5.0 CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

A number of potential ecological constraints and opportunities have been identified with 

development proposals. Further surveys have been recommended below where 

appropriate. The principles of mitigation for each, as well as enhancement measures have 

also been provided. 

5.1 Designated sites 

 

Bryanston SSSI designated for greater horseshoe bats is located within 2 km of the site 

and is discussed further in section 5.3. 

 

Adjacent to the southern site on the western boundary is the Blandford bypass SNCI. This 

road verge is notified for its neutral and acid grassland plants. It is best to retain this 

SNCI in situ; however if this is not possible, a detailed plant survey may be required to 

inform mitigation such as vegetation translocation to a suitable alternative location or 

creation of a similar habitat elsewhere within the development. Mitigation will need to be 

agreed with the Dorset Wildlife Trust, who manage the SNCI.  

5.2 Habitats 

5.2.1 Arable land  

 

The arable land is considered to be of negligible value and therefore its loss is not 

significant. The arable land should however continue to be ploughed until site clearance 

to avoid its ecological interest from gaining. Sowing the arable land with a diverse 

wildflower seed mix e.g. within the sports pitches will increase its ecological value. 

5.2.2 Hedgerows, woodland and plantation 

 

The hedgerow, woodland and plantation habitats should be retained within the 

development where possible and incorporate the following mitigation as required: 

 

 Protect the above habitats in accordance with the British Standards Institute 

(2012) Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition and Construction – 

Recommendations BS5837:2012 by installing Heras fencing along the root 

protection zones before works; and 

 Mitigate loss of any of the above habitats by infill planting of defunct hedgerows 

(e.g. hedgerow 3), hedgerow translocation and/or native tree planting using 

species of local provenance that is equivalent to the area of habitat to be impacted. 
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5.2.3 Watercourse 

 

A pedestrian-cycle link/bridge is proposed over the watercourse that flows to the south of 

the site. Mitigation for the watercourse is likely to incorporate the following: 

 

 Retaining an 8 m buffer between the watercourse bank and the built development;  

 A Construction Environmental Management Plan; 

 A drainage strategy that avoids significant changes in water quality, level and 

flow of the watercourse during the operational phase; and 

 Works to proceed in accordance with the 2007 Works and maintenance in or near 

water: PPG5 guidelines. 

5.3 Protected and notable species 

5.3.1 Reptiles 

 

Potentially suitable habitat for reptiles was recorded within the plantation-rough 

grassland field boundaries within the site. A reptile presence/likely absence survey in 

accordance with the Advice Sheet 10 – Reptile Survey (Froglife, 1999) is therefore 

required. 

 

Mitigation for reptiles is widely practised, and if reptiles are confirmed on the site, the 

following mitigation techniques can be applied: 

 

 Retain key habitats and preserve suitable habitat connectivity across within the 

development. 

 

 Progressively strim any small areas lost to development to encourage reptiles into 

any nearby suitable retained habitat. This may also involve reptile translocation 

and use of reptile fencing to exclude and separate them from the construction 

zone. 

 

 If reptiles cannot be retained on site, a more intensive programme of capture and 

translocation to a suitable off-site receptor would be required.  

 

 Habitat management and enhancements are likely to be required before reptiles 

are translocated to an alternative habitat on or off-site.  

 

With the above mitigation, overall residual impacts to reptiles are likely to be negligible. 

5.3.2 Badgers 

 

Outlier badger setts were recorded on the site (see separate report) and therefore 

monitoring of these setts and an update badger survey to identify any new setts on and 

within 30 m of the site boundary is required six weeks before site clearance. 
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Any active/occupied badger setts identified in or within 30 m of ground 

excavations/disturbance can be closed or disturbed under a Badger Development Licence 

from Natural England. If a ‘main’ sett is affected, a replacement artificial sett may be 

required.  

 

Badger exclusion is undertaken using well-established techniques i.e. with one-way 

badger gates and badger-proof fencing.  

 

With the above mitigation, overall residual impacts to any local badger populations 

would be negligible.  

5.3.3 Bats 

 

Collectively the site habitats have moderate potential for foraging/commuting bats, 

including the rare Annexe II greater horseshoe bat due to the Bryanston SSSI located 

within 2 km of the site. Several trees were also identified to hold bat roosting potential.  

 

An activity survey in accordance with the BCT Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologists 

Good Practice Guidelines (Collins et al., 2016) should therefore be completed; and 

climbing of trees identified with roosting bat potential that are to be impacted by the 

development are also required. 

 

Mitigation for bats is widely practised and may include the following: 

 

 Preserve linear features such as hedgerows and woodland. 

 

 Retain any trees with bat roosting potential and integrate them within the 

development layout. If for any reason it is not possible to retain these trees, a 

precautionary approach would be adopted when felling trees that may harm bats 

with provision of alternative roosting facilities. Works may also require a 

European Protected Species Licence (EPSL) from Natural England. 

 

 Artificial lighting should be minimised and managed so that it is directed away 

from key foraging / commuting and potential roosting habitats. 

 

With the above mitigation, impacts to bats are likely to be negligible.  

5.3.4 Dormouse 

 

The hedgerows and semi-natural woodland on the site provide potential dormouse 

habitat. A dormouse nest tube survey in accordance with methodology given by English 

Nature Dormouse Conservation Handbook (Bright, Morris and Mitchell-Jones, 2006) is 

therefore required. Nest tube surveys are possible between April – November and must 

be completed over a number of months (usually 6-7 months of the active season) to 
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ensure that sufficient survey effort has been achieved. This is the most appropriate 

method given that hazel is not abundant enough for the ‘hazel nut search’ method. 

 

Any dormouse interest is likely confined to the hedgerows and woodland. Adverse 

impacts in the absence of mitigation would likely include small habitat losses and 

disturbance caused by artificial lighting, dust and noise. 

 

If dormice are recorded, development would likely need to proceed under an EPSL. 

Retaining hedgerows and woodland, sensitive timing of vegetation works, replacement of 

any habitat loss and enhancements would likely be involved. 

 

With the above mitigation and assuming most of the hedgerows and woodland are 

retained, overall residual impacts to any dormouse population present would likely to be 

negligible. 

5.3.5 Otter 

 

The watercourse that flows along the southern boundary of the site has potential for otter. 

An otter survey in accordance with Monitoring the Otter (Chanin 2003) is therefore 

required. Otters may be impacted by disturbance, habitat damage or pollution through the 

proposed footbridges. 

 

If it is confirmed that otters are to be impacted, modifications to site practice will likely 

be sufficient, such as locating site compounds away from potential otter habitat, 

avoidance of night-working involving flood lights and noisy machinery, and exclusion of 

construction workers from sensitive areas. 

 

An EPSL is required whenever disturbance of otter or damage to their holts is likely to 

occur. If destruction of an otter holt or potential otter holt is necessary, it must be 

undertaken when otters are not present, using appropriate fencing. If the holt is used for 

breeding, it is necessary to wait for ten weeks or more until the cubs are able to leave. 

Only then can construction activities resume within the vicinity of any holts. 

 

Any bridges proposed over the watercourse can also be designed to allow safe passage 

for otters underneath, and can include; open span bridges, oversized culverts with ledges 

above the water level or otter tunnels. All methods should be combined with otter-proof 

fencing. 

 

With the above mitigation, impacts to otters are likely to be negligible.  

5.3.6 Water vole  

 

The watercourse that flows on the southern boundary of the site has potential for water 

vole. A water vole survey in accordance with the Water Vole Conservation Handbook 

(3rd Edn) (Strachan et al., 2012) is therefore required. Water voles may be impacted by 

disturbance, habitat damage or pollution. 
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If water vole is confirmed on site/within the watercourse, wetland habitats may have to be 

retained using protective fencing, ensuring construction activities and storage of material 

do not occur within this zone. For any small affected areas e.g. foot-bridges, water voles 

can be displaced by progressively removing bank-side vegetation. This is providing there 

are no water vole burrows present. 

 

If water vole burrows are present in areas to be directly impacted, then water vole fencing 

and traps will be needed to remove them from the affected area. Approval from Natural 

England would also likely be required. 

 

Habitat maintenance of earth banks, planting, ensuring water presence all year-round, and 

habitat management may also be required. 
 

With the above mitigation, overall residual impacts to any present water vole population 

would likely to be negligible. 

5.3.7 Hedgehog 

 

The hedgehog is a UK BAP species which has been recorded within 2 km of the site. The 

hedgehog has experienced a dramatic population decline in recent years, and suitable 

habitat was recorded on the site for this species. Therefore the hedgehog has been 

considered within the scheme: 

 

 Cover excavations during construction at night or provide planked escape routes 

to allow animals that fall in to escape; 

 

 Provide a gap under garden fences to allow hedgehogs to move freely between 

gardens; and 

 

 Site hedgehog boxes at the bases of the retained hedgerows within a secluded 

location away from roads. 

5.3.8 Birds 

 

Given the size of the site and its hedgerow and woodland habitats, there is potential for 

important breeding and wintering bird assemblages. A breeding bird survey in 

accordance with the British Trust for Ornithology’s methodology for the Common Birds 

Census (1983) and a winter bird surveys in accordance with Bird Monitoring Methods 

(Gilbert, G., Gibbons, D. and Evan J.) will be required. 

 

Many key habitats such as hedgerows and woodland should be retained, and any 

mitigation should focus on the scale of habitat losses and the impact this may have on the 

integrity of the local bird populations.  

 

Measures to mitigate, reinstate or improve conditions for birds are likely to include: 
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 Site clearance between September and February (inclusive) to avoid the breeding 

bird season. 

 

 Provision of foraging opportunities by allowing growth of 'wild' areas of long 

grasses and herbs, and also maintaining areas of short grassland. 

 

 Planting native trees, hedges and bushes, particularly those that support good 

numbers of insects and/or produce berries in the autumn, to provide foraging 

opportunities and nest sites. 

 

 New nest boxes on retained suitably mature trees and new buildings. 

 

With the above mitigation, overall residual impacts to birds would be negligible. 

5.3.9 Crayfish 

 

The watercourse that flows on the southern boundary of the site has potential for the 

white-clawed crayfish (Austropotamobius pallipes) (albeit low). A diurnal search for 

crayfish under potential refuges and night-viewing of the watercourse (where conditions 

and access allow) with reference to the Monitoring the White-clawed Crayfish 

Austropotamobius pallipes (Peay, 2003) is therefore required between July and mid 

September.  

 

In the event that white-clawed crayfish are recorded within the watercourse, disturbance 

of/ loss of riverbanks/ riverbed structures that provide refuge for crayfish should be 

avoided. If this is not feasible then the areas should be hand-searched and all crayfish 

translocated under a suitable mitigation strategy and licence from Natural England.  
 

Invasive Species 

 

Montbretia was recorded within many of the hedgerows. Montbretia is an invasive 

species listed under Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). 

This makes it an offence to plant it in the wild, knowingly allow it to spread or otherwise 

cause it to grow. Removal of montbretia during site clearance is therefore required. 

Montbretia can be dug out from the roots and disposed at an appropriate waste facility.  

5.4 Ecological enhancements  

 

In accordance with policy guidance, schemes should deliver biodiversity enhancements 

where possible. The following additional enhancements are designed to address this and 

can be incorporated within the development design: 

 

 Remove and appropriately dispose of buddleja (recorded within several 

hedgerows) during site clearance to avoid it spreading across the development. 
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Buddleja, although not listed on Schedule 9 of the WCA (1981), can become 

invasive if left unmanaged. 

 

 Plant shrubs that includes native species of local provenance such as hazel, field 

maple (Acer campestre), oak, ash, goat willow (Salix caprea), dogwood (Cornus 

sanguinea), spindle, blackthorn and hawthorn.   

 

 Sow areas of public open space and any retained buffers with a rich wildflower 

seed mix of local provenance and cut infrequently (annually in the autumn) to 

provide undisturbed habitat for small mammals, invertebrates and birds.  

 

 Provide roosting opportunities for bats in the form of bat boxes on the new houses 

or suitably mature retained trees. 

 

 Provide nesting opportunities for birds in the form of bird boxes on the new 

houses or suitably mature retained trees. 

 

 Provide over-wintering sites for beneficial insects such as lady birds and 

lacewings (which prey on garden pest species) in the form of insect houses within 

sheltered warm location. 

 

 Create loggeries from timber from any on site tree-felling to provide important 

egg laying and larval habitat for invertebrates and refugia and for foraging by 

small mammals, amphibians and reptiles. 
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APPENDIX I: Masterplans  

Option A 
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Option B 
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APPENDIX II: Phase 1 habitat map 
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Key to the Phase 1 habitat map 

 

 Arable 

 

 Improved grassland 

 

 Plantation  

 

 Hedgerow 

 

 

 

Fence 

 Dense scrub 

 

 

 

Semi-natural woodland 

 

 Hedgerow reference  

 

 

 

Scattered trees 

 Target notes 

 

 

Target notes to accompany the Phase 1 habitat map 

 

Target note Description 

T1 Arable fields comprising a single crop species. 

 

T2 Improved grassland species comprise cock’s foot, smooth meadow grass, 

springy turf moss, dandelion, yarrow and rare wild oat grass. 

 

T3 Areas of plantation woodland comprising young trees and rough 

grassland. Tree species comprise silver birch, beech, ash, cherry and 

elder. Grass and herbaceous species comprise cock’s foot, bramble, 

smooth meadow grass, ivy, hawthorn, oak, willow, bristly ox-tongue and 

dandelion. 

 

T4 Bramble scrub. 

 

T5 Small areas of woodland. Species comprise mature beech, with an under-

storey of hawthorn, sycamore and holly and a ground flora of ivy, 

common nettle and dog rose.  

 

T6 Trees with bat roosting potential. 
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I 



Davis Coats families 

Ecological Appraisal: Land to the North of Blandford Forum 

             41               Lindsay Carrington Ecological 

Services Limited 

February 2016 

 


