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Statement for a Community Hub at Nordon 

 
The site Nordon, on Salisbury Road currently houses North Dorset District 

Council offices where a number of services can be accessed by 

members of the public. These services include Customer Services which 

can provide information about a range of services, Environmental 

Health, Development Management, Housing, Building Control and a 

Registrar Service. It is also the location for residents of Central ward to 

vote at local and national elections enabling the residents to vote 

within their ward boundary. There is no other “community” facility within 

the ward that could be used for this function, thereby depriving people 

of their democratic rights. The Lodge, 58 Salisbury Road, is the former 

residence of the site caretaker at North Dorset District Council offices, 

which since 2003 has been used as offices and currently by Larksmead 

Pre-School and forms part of the site. The site also contains a number of 

parking spaces and therefore while it is operational there is only very 

occasional overspill of parking onto Salisbury Road.  

 

The site has been the offices of the district council for over 40 years. It is 

easily accessible for members of the public as the site provides parking. 

It is also within walking distance for a number of residents in the 

northern part of the town. The site plays an important role to provide a 

range of services to a large number of residents.  The northern part of 

the town is already poorly served with no access to services that are 

available to residents in the southern part of the town.  

 

This part of the town is deficient of this sort of space, and there is no 

commitment from the district council to actively look for sites for a 

community hub only a commitment to provide one in the future at 

some point.  

 

Blandford + considers the Nordon site to be the most suitable and vital 

for the continuation of the high level of service that the District Council 

provides for the residents of Blandford. The Lodge, or something similar 

on this site, is the most suitable option. There is speculation that an 

alternative site for a hub in the town centre has been sought – the 

existing Job Centre has been suggested. However, the District Council 

has already confirmed that securing this site would involve an 

extremely costly and complicated legal process. Moreover, the site 

does not offer the same vehicular and parking access. The size of the 



 

2 
 

building would, in addition, lead to an inevitable diminution of services 

offered to the detriment of the residents of Blandford.  

  

The principle can already be established at the Nordon site as the 

development of the site will enable a financial contribution to provide 

this facility for the community. Additionally, securing this site would 

remove the need to search for another community hub which would 

inevitably be costly for the district council. This will also ensure that the 

district council does not have to search for a site, should a site become 

available in the future, and a community hub to members of the public 

can be secured.   

 


