
Dear Sally, 
 
Thank you for consulting the Dorset AONB Team. I believe that there will be some considerable difficulties 
in progressing the approach that has been outlined, primarily due to the provisions of National Planning 
Policy in relation to Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs).  
 
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) makes the following references to AONBs: 

• Section 115 states that: “Great weight should be given to conserving landscape and scenic beauty 
in National Parks, the Broads and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, which have the highest 
status of protection in relation to landscape and scenic beauty. The conservation of wildlife and 
cultural heritage are important considerations in all these areas, and should be given great weight in 
National Parks and the Broads.” 

• Section 116 states that: “Planning permission should be refused for major developments in these 
designated areas except in exceptional circumstances and where it can be demonstrated they are 
in the public interest. Consideration of such applications should include an assessment of: 
- the need for the development, including in terms of any national considerations, and the impact 

of permitting it, or refusing it, upon the local economy; 
- the cost of, and scope for, developing elsewhere outside the designated area, or meeting the 

need for it in some other way; and 
- any detrimental effect on the environment, the landscape and recreational opportunities, and the 

extent to which that could be moderated.” 
 
The partial review of the North Dorset Local Plan is ongoing. This review is considering growth options 
around Blandford at the same time as growth in other parts of the plan area. In seeking to progress growth 
options around Blandford at this stage, the Blandford+ NDP would be pre-empting the outcomes of the 
Local Plan review. This is foreseeably a significant matter in relation to major growth affecting AONBs. The 
exceptional circumstances test contained within NPPF section 116 is commonly used during the 
examination of Local Plans (and NDPs). The three tests must all be satisfied for the exceptional 
circumstances test to be met. Because the Local Plan review has not yet concluded that growth around 
Blandford affecting AONBs is preferable to other options, it would be unlikely that the Blandford+ NDP 
could satisfy the second element of the section 116 test. 
 
For your information, the Dorset AONB Team responded to options put forward within the Local Plan 
Review, including areas contained within the Blandford+ NDP. Our response was as follows: 
 

“The areas which are of greatest concern to our designation are sites F and J. I would like to offer 
the following comments on these sites: 
 
Site F 
This area is partially located within Dorset AONB and contains the existing housing allocations at 
Lower Bryanston Farm and Dorchester Hill.  In allocating these sites the Council made use of 
landscape assessments that recommended that housing development be located toward the less 
elevated land within the eastern areas. Furthermore, both allocations were considered to require a 
significant amount of planting, to mitigate their impact on the open areas of undeveloped downland 
to the west, much of which is within Dorset AONB.  
 
It is considered that opportunities for further extension of urban housing development westward, 
onto more elevated and visually exposed land are highly limited. Within the AONB, such 
development would require an exceptional circumstances test, as per the provisions of NPPF 116. It 
is considered that the opportunities to moderate the effects of the development, which is a 
consideration under the third element of the test, are limited.  
 
The allocation at Bryanston Farm already incorporates those fields that are most closely associated 
with existing development at the farm. Extending this further westward onto rising and open land 
would extend the impact of the urban edge further into the AONB, with foreseeable adverse effects 
on public rights of way and Fair Mile Road and New Road. Similarly, the land to the west of the 
Dorchester Hill allocation rises steeply and extending housing into this area would also result in 
undue effects on views from within the AONB. Although the area is not within the AONB and 
therefore an exceptional circumstances test would not be required, NPPF 115 states that great 
weight should be given to conserving and enhancing the character and appearance of the 



designated area and the foreseeable effects of an urban extension here would weigh heavily 
against further allocation, in my opinion.  
 
Site J 
This site is located within Cranborne Chase AONB and my comments are limited to the visual effect 
of development in this area on views from within Dorset AONB. The site comprises part of the 
setting and is visible from elevated land to the west, in the direction of Bryanston and Durweston. 
Placing further development within this area has the potential to notably increase the effect of the 
north-western edge of Blandford on views from the areas I have referred to. I am particularly 
concerned that development within the large open field in the western portion of the search area 
would be conspicuous and very difficult to successfully mitigate. The eastern portion of the search 
areas, comprising fields to the west of Tin Pot Land and, to a lesser extent, toward Kites Corner is 
less sensitive in relation to Dorset AONB. This is because this area of more distant from the 
designation, is more closely associated with existing built development and benefits from the 
presence of some existing mature trees along field boundaries.”  
 

Kind regards 
 
Richard 
 
 
Richard Brown CMLI 
Dorset AONB Landscape Planning Officer 


