
After lengthy discussions with senior officers on Blandford Camp the following information 

was given to the chair of B+ NP in November 2018. The following has been approved by the 

aforementioned senior officers:  

 

‘The Ministry of Defence (MOD) has not stated any intention to dispose of Blandford Camp. 

The MOD is constantly reviewing its estate, and any decision that changes the current 

position will be formally announced through the relevant channels.  Blandford Camp’s 

inclusion in the DIO document was in error – there is no agreed or endorsed plan to close 

Blandford Camp, nor is there a statement of intent to do so in the near future. Most of the 

facilities within the DIO document are correctly listed as endorsed for disposal, but 

Blandford Camp is not one of them and therefore should not have been included within the 

document. Further investigations into the inclusion of the Camp in the document are being 

undertaken.’ 

  

If the MOD decided to dispose of Blandford camp very quickly - the time scale of 2023 

would be very ambitious because of the time necessary to fully close a large army camp.  

  

Before the land or houses could be used for other purposes, notwithstanding the amount of 

time to move people and hardware, a large number of environmental surveys would need to 

be undertaken; surveys of the housing stock, landscape and soil etc.  

  

Even if the camp were to close, any potential and suitable housing stock would not be able to 

be counted in strategic housing numbers until later in the decade. This would then be a matter 

for the DCC unitary authority in their strategic planning for the region. 

   

It is concluded therefore, that the hypothetical closure of Blandford Camp will not in any way 

impact upon the aims of B+ Neighbourhood Plan to deliver infrastructure and housing for 

most of the plan period, if at all. 

 

Roger Carter, 

 

Chair B+ NP Working group  
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