
Other Sites  
that may become available during the Plan Period 



Nordon including The Lodge 
The site currently houses a 
number of facilities accessible to 
local residents that, it is 
anticipated, would not be 
available to residents should the 
District Council move from the 
site. These include: 
• A pre-school (currently 

operating in The Lodge); 
• Registrar service; 
• District Council reception that 

includes Electoral Services, 
Housing, Development 
Services, Licensing Services, 
and Building Control. 

Although not listed the original 
main house, Nordon, built before 
1901, carries historic importance 
as a large villa forming part of 
Blandford Forum’s Victorian and 
Edwardian history as well as a  
number of mature trees forming 
part of the Conservation Area. 

What is there now? 



Nordon including The Lodge 

An acceptable mitigation plan to 
mitigate the loss of 
essential/statutory services 
currently provided at the site 
that meets the needs of local 
people, possibly in the form of a 
community hub being provided 
in the Blandford + area, and in 
particular, the pre-school who 
need to remain in this area of 
the town. The pre-school has 
aspirations to grow its facility 
and this should be taken into 
consideration in any proposal.  
Any design should protect or 
enhance the importance of the 
main house, Nordon, the 
Conservation Area and the 
mature trees on the site. 

What is needed to make a 
development here acceptable? 



Nordon including The Lodge 

The pre-school has confirmed 
their wish to remain on this site 
(Leased until July 2016), or a site 
nearby, as well as an aspiration 
to grow to include a holiday club 
as well as the pre-school . NDDC 
have confirmed that they would 
be seeking to generate an 
income stream from different 
uses of the site. A shortlist of 
options have been identified. As 
a responsible landlord they will 
treat trees appropriately, some 
may be removed but with 
mitigation. It recognises the 
history of Nordon to Blandford 
Forum and are looking to 
discuss how it could add value 
to the site. Council Services to 
public - talking about 
developing locum services in 
each market town. There are 
options to have this in Blandford 
Forum, location not yet decided 
but committed to the principle.  

The current owners (NDDC) view 



Nordon including The Lodge 
The pre-school operates on a 
short term lease and have been 
reminded that the lease will not 
be extended. NDDC does not 
consider that there is any 
responsibility to assist them in 
any way. Wanted the group to 
know that local District 
Councillors are involved in this 
project.  

The current owners (NDDC) view 

In light of this, how will the 
group ensure that the pre-
school is provided for? 
Following the discussion 
with NDDC a discussion has 
been held with the pre-
school who have confirmed 
that they would take up a 
facility elsewhere in the 
northern part of the town if 
negotiated. 



The Proposed Library Site 

What is there now? 

The site has been allocated for a 
proposed library site for many 
years, and it is known that there 
is no viable project proposed in 
the near future for such a facility 
on this site. The site is currently 
an uneven surface used as free 
parking and considered an 
eyesore to one of the entrances 
to the town centre.   



What is needed to make a development here acceptable? 

The Proposed Library Site 

A plan for the future of library 
services in the Blandford + area, 
such as a retention/improvement 
scheme to the existing library. A 
sympathetic development of 
possibly flats, that must have a 
Secondary Shopping Frontage at 
street level, as well as any 
mitigation/improvements that may 
be required at the time of the 
development for the adjacent 
Tourist Information Centre and 
public convenience facilities. 



The Proposed Library Site 
The current owners (DDC) view 

DCC have confirmed that a new 
library site will not be pursued on 
this site. There are aspirations to 
improve the library in Blandford, 
as part of a community hub 
rather than a stand alone project 
due to limited funds. The groups 
suggestion for other uses of the 
site is helpful. In the interim 
tidying of the site will be looked 
into. The site has now been 
approved for disposal by DCC. 



Land adjacent Wimborne Road, Fishers Close  

(or opposite Black Lane as termed by the group) 

This site was also discussed by the group, and 
identified as a suitable site for development. In 
NDDC’s SHLAA 2012, however, it is identified 
that there is a restrictive covenant in place 
restricting use to recreation unless an alternative 
site could be provided. Additionally mature trees 
and slopes restrict this area. The site is identified 
as an important open area in the Local Plan 
2003. The group considered that the other open 
areas very near to the site serves this area 
sufficiently, and should restrictions identified in 
the SHLAA 2012 be overcome then development 
here would be acceptable, providing that 
suitable pedestrian and cycling links are 
provided, as well as a contribution to public art 
for the large pavement area on the corner of 
Black Lane.  



Hunt Road Play Area 

What is there now? 

The site currently houses an 
underused play area. Following 
the refurbishment of Larksmead 
play area in 2008 and further 
equipment for disabled children 
being installed in 2013, this play 
area has become underused.  



Hunt Road Play Area 

The provision of a site for a pre-
school to meet the need in this 
part of the town. 

What is needed to make a development here acceptable? 



Hunt Road Play Area 
The current owners (Spectrum Housing) view 

Spectrum Housing have 
confirmed that they do not have 
any plans to change this play 
area, but have not responded to 
a number of attempts to engage 
regarding this matter.  In 
December 2015 with the District 
Council’s help Spectrum are now 
engaging and have entered into 
discussion with the Pre-School. 



Blandford Police Station 

The site currently houses a police station. The station is only open to members of the 
public Wednesday and Saturday 10am to 4pm, and is used as a hub for officers serving the 
district. Inspector Rob Chalkley has confirmed that money is currently being invested in the 
premises by Dorset Police with a view to secure a long term use as a police station from it, 
therefore it is unlikely that this site will come up during the plan period.  



The Brewery Site 

Hall & Woodhouse are struggling to find developers who will develop the residential part 
of the site due to too many constraints being faced and they are currently discussing the 
matter with NDDC. A planning application has now been submitted to rectify this matter 
and will be determined before the publication of the Final Submission of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 



Other sites 
Land North and North East of the Bypass –The group considers that these sites should still 
be brought forward, although it may not be possible to be brought forward as alternative 
sites to the village sites, the group considers that these sites should be pursued as additional 
sites in the interim. With 500 dwellings already have been provided between 2011-2015, 
the remainder 600 dwellings is not considered efficient to support a thriving and growing 
town and villages during the period 2015-2030. The facilities required for such a 
development to take place being:  
•Approximately 500 open market, starter, self-build and affordable rented homes; 
•New business uses as an extension to the Sunrise Business Park; 
•A new two form of entry primary school; 
•A community hub comprising a new general practice surgery, a community centre and a 
small number of convenience food and similar uses suited to a local centre; 
•A replacement household waste recycling and transfer station; 
•Safe and convenient cycle and pedestrian connections across the A350 bypass to the retail 
and employment uses on Shaftesbury Lane, to the recreation ground at Larksmead, and to 
Pimperne Brook/Black Lane; 
•Improvements to the existing bus services connecting the land to the town centre, 
Blandford School, the Sunrise Business Park and Blandford Heights Industrial Estate; 
•Public open space including informal open spaces and an equipped children’s play spaces; 
and 
•An extension to Lamperd’s Field Allotments. 



Other sites 
Land North of the Milldown – The group did not consider that this would be a suitable site 
for development during this plan period due to sufficient areas being available to meet a 
suitable growth pattern for the Blandford + area during the plan period and its importance 
in the setting of the AONB. 
 
Crown Meadows – The group did not consider that this would be a suitable site for 
development as outlined in a number of its submissions to the Local Planning Authority. A 
clear majority of the community had also indicated that this site was not a suitable site. 
 

It was clear from the Local Plan Hearing that applications for the sites below were imminent 
and that the group had to accept that these sites would be delivered during the Plan period 
as part of the Local Plan for the area.  
 

Land at Lower Bryanston Farm 

Land at Dorchester Hill 
Land opposite Tesco  


