
BLANDFORD HERITAGE GROUP 2015 
TOWARDS A CONSERVATION AREA APPRAISAL AND MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
1.  The nature and significance of the designated Conservation Areas in Blandford Forum 
town centre and the surrounding area, including Blandford St Mary and lower Bryanston are 
described in North Dorset District Council’s (NDDC’s) Local Plan here: 
http://www.northdorsetlocalplan.co.uk/text/text6.htm 
As well as The Dorset Historic Towns Study (2010) here: 
https://www.dorsetforyou.com/article/400851/Blandford-Forum---historic-towns-survey  
 
2. The continued neglect and failure of local government to enforce conservation orders 
and carry out the statutory duty to ensure Blandford’s unique Georgian architecture is 
protected and preserved for future generations, led to the community forming the Blandford 
Heritage Group in 2015, and an initiative to achieve UNESCO world heritage status for the 
town in the long term.  The town residents’ survey conducted in 2014, and the more recent 
retail survey completed in 2016, underline the high value placed on Blandford’s heritage and 
the associated quality of life that it brings to the area.  The Heritage Group is a Blandford 
Forum Town Team sub-group comprising NDDC’s Environmental Officer, the Town Museum 
and Civic Society members.  The group’s initial aim was to highlight and promote the unique 
nature of the town and surrounding Conservation Areas, and ensure that the community’s 
wishes to maintain the town’s architecture and halt the steady deterioration of the buildings 
on the ‘At Risk Register’ are implemented. 
 
3. Acknowledging the failure of local government to properly protect the town’s heritage, 
Historic England advised that the solution requires the Heritage Group to complete a 
Conservation Area Appraisal (CAA) and Conservation Area Management Plan (CAMP).  
Direction as to how this was to be achieved was delivered by NDDC Environmental Officer 
in November 2015 and a Management Brief was issued in 2016.  The Heritage Group’s 
initial priority is the town centre. 
 
WHAT THE CAA AND CAMP WILL DO 
 
4. It is envisaged that the CAA will reflect guidance provided by Historic England and 
comprise the following headings: 
 

a. Introduction  
b.  The planning policy context 
c.  Definition (or summary) of special interest  
d.  Assessing special interest Location and setting - Historic development and 

archaeology – Spatial analysis  – Character analysis  
e.  Statement of Community involvement  
f.  Suggested boundary changes  
g.  Provide local generic guidance  
h.  Summary of issues 
i. Aims & Objectives (identifying from the issues what the Management Plan should be 

achieving, e.g. visual enhancement, using heritage for regeneration, etc and in 
general terms how)  

j.  Useful information, appendices and contact details  
 

5. In brief, the CAA should: 
 

a. Identify what exists 
b. Identify what is important 

http://www.northdorsetlocalplan.co.uk/text/text6.htm
https://www.dorsetforyou.com/article/400851/Blandford-Forum---historic-towns-survey


c. Identify what the issues are, their importance and priority for action 
 

6. This then provides the basis for the CAMP, which should: 
 
a. Identify relevant policies at national and local level (e.g. National Planning 
Policy Framework and the newly adopted North Dorset Local Plan) together with 
other relevant guidance such as Historic England’s Policies and Principles  and 
Conservation Area Appraisals. 
b. Contain area specific policies to inform and influence development proposals 
within and adjacent to the conservation area. 
c. Identify other specific actions (can include. e.g. further research, feasibility 
work, etc) 
d. Provide realistic timescales for delivery 
e. State who is responsible who is to action 
f. Identify costs, if known 
g. State how implementation and condition is to be monitored and reported 

 


