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DESIGN MANAGEMENT - BLANDFORD ST. MARY 

Proposals including infill within or affecting the setting of the Conservation Area, as shown on the Policies Map, 
should preserve or enhance the character or appearance of the area and should demonstrate:  

i. a consistently high standard of design and detailing reflecting the scale and character or appearance of 
the area;  

ii. the use of building materials and finishes which are sympathetic to the area;  
iii. the retention and protection of trees, front gardens, boundary hedges and other open areas which 

contribute to the character or appearance of the area;  
iv. the use of permeable surfaces to reduce surface water flooding; and  
v. where appropriate, the removal of unsightly and inappropriate features or details.  

Proposals including proposed changes of use that are likely to have an adverse impact on the character or 
appearance of the conservation area will not be supported.  

Present day Blandford St Mary is adjacent to the town of Blandford Forum, but is keen to retain its identity. The 
village has three distinct areas. The older area of Lower Blandford St Mary lies mainly to the south east of the 
Blandford bypass and outside any settlement boundaries. The main part of the village, on the other side of the 
bypass, and south west of the Bournemouth Road, is made up of mainly 1980s and the 1990s housing 
developments.  

The other part of the village lies within the 
Blandford, Blandford St Mary and Bryanston 
Conservation Area, including the Stour 
Meadows, Brewery complex and area around 
the Stour Inn with a village green in front. The 
latter area forms part of the historic context to 
the important entrance to Blandford Forum, 
over the River Stour, the main entrance to 
Bryanston School and to Bryanston village. 
Many of these historic buildings are grade 2 
listed.  

Whilst the Dorset Historic Towns Study identified this area as having medium density to change this sensitivity 
varies throughout the area. The Hall and Woodhouse Brewery building is the dominating feature of the area 
and holds the greatest architectural interest and is considered to be of regional significance. The Brewery site 
and the river meadows of Stour Park to the north offer a considerable and underutilised ‘green infrastructure’ 
asset in terms of offering a ‘shared focus’ with historic town centre to the north of the river.  

This policy will require planning applications to reflect the character of the buildings and landscape in and 
around the village in their design proposals. It also requires that specific attention is paid to how flood risk is 
managed to avoid new development increasing existing problems. 

This is what we want for Blandford St Mary, have we got it right?    

Have we left anything out?  


