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DESIGN MANAGEMENT: BLANDFORD FORUM 

Proposals within or affecting the setting of the Blandford Forum Conservation Area should 
preserve or enhance the character or appearance of the area and should demonstrate:  

i. consistently high standard of design and detailing reflecting the scale and character 
or appearance of the area, including the layout of the streets, development patterns, 
burgage plots, building lines and building form;  

ii. the use of building materials and finishes which are sympathetic to the area, in 
particular the use of red brick in facades;  

iii. no harmful impact on the townscape and roofscape of the Conservation Area;  
iv. the retention and protection of trees, gardens, spaces between buildings, and other 

open areas which contribute to the character or appearance of the area, and the use 
of permeable surfaces to reduce surface water flooding;  

v. where appropriate, the removal of unsightly and inappropriate features or details; 
and  

vi. the retention and, where appropriate, the reinstatement of original features such as 
chimneys, chimney pots, gates, railings and shop fronts and small scale architectural 
details such as mouldings which individually or cumulatively contribute to the 
character or appearance of the area.  

Proposals including proposed changes of use that are likely to have an adverse impact on 
the character or appearance of the Conservation Area will not be supported.  

Blandford Forum has developed over centuries, starting from the centre of town, where 
buildings are older, to the outskirts where building continues. Many styles and trends are 
incorporated in the buildings, although the town is famous for the excellent examples of 
Georgian architecture. Heritage led regeneration such as the refurbishment of the Corn 
Exchange, will help to secure this status. This policy establishes the key design management 
principles for the Blandford Forum Conservation Area and its setting and requires special 
regard to matters of detailed design to avoid the continued erosion of the town centre 
character. The Dorset Historic Towns Study (2010) identified the Medieval Town and 
Salisbury Road areas as highly sensitive to large scale development and Historic England 
have confirmed the Conservation Area as a whole, is on the ‘At Risk Register’ in addition to 
a number of ‘listed buildings’.  

In 2015, the local community formed the Blandford Heritage Group. The Heritage Group is 
a Blandford Forum Town Team sub-group comprising NDDC’s Conservation Officer, the 
Town Museum and Civic Society members. The group’s initial aim was to highlight and 
promote the unique nature of the Town and surrounding Conservation Areas, and  
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ensure that the community’s wishes to maintain the town’s architecture, halt its steady 
deterioration and identify areas where improvements could be implemented. Historic 
England have advised that there maybe an opportunity for the Heritage Group to undertake 
a Conservation Area Appraisal (CAA) which is under production and is expected to be 
completed later in 2018. This in turn will help the production of a Conservation Area 
Management Plan (CAMP) with the support of the District Council and Historic England. 
Guidance on how this could be achieved was provided by NDDC’s Conservation Officer in 
November 2015 and a Management Brief produced in 2016. The Heritage Group’s initial 
priority is Blandford Forum Town Centre. The group have provided a detailed document, 
the Blandford Heritage Group Towards a Conservation Area Appraisal and Management 
Plan, of how it will achieve this.  

This policy will require planning applications to reflect the character of the buildings and 
landscape in and around the conservation area in their design proposals. The area is 
deficient in tree cover and proposals should give special attention the retention of existing 
gardens and to the inclusion of trees in any new landscaping and how this may complement 
other flood risk measures to avoid new development exacerbating existing problems.  

 

This is what we want for Blandford Forum, have we got it right?    

Have we left anything out?  

 


