
 

 
 

 

Historic England, 29 Queen Square, Bristol BS1 4ND 

Telephone 0117 975 1308  HistoricEngland.org.uk 

Please note that Historic England operates an access to information policy.  

Correspondence or information which you send us may therefore become publicly available.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Sara Loch 

Chairman of Blandford + 

Blandford Forum Town Council 
Town Clerk’s Office 

Church Lane 

Blandford Forum 
Dorset  DT11 7AD   

 

 

Our ref:  

Your ref: 

 
Telephone 

Email 

PL00458964 

B+NP2Draft 2018 

 
0117 975 0680 

david.stuart@historicengland.org.uk 

 
30th July 2018 

 
 

Dear Ms Loch 

 
New Blandford + Neighbourhood Plan (B+NP2) – Informal Consultation 

 

Thank you for consulting Historic England about your new Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

We appreciate the circumstances responsible for your community’s wish to recast its Plan and 

the issues and aspirations which will be relevant.  Our interest in Neighbourhood Plans tends 

to focus primarily on whether they propose to allocate sites for various forms of development 
and to help make communities aware of the statutory heritage considerations which 

associated processes need to address. 

 

In addition, in Blandford Forum’s case we are conscious that the Conservation Area is on the 

national Heritage At Risk Register, and the Neighbourhood Plan process provides a wonderful 

opportunity to understand the issues responsible for this status and to create a formal 
framework for addressing them.  The advent of the Conservation Area Appraisal and 

Management Plan, long campaigned for, is therefore welcome news, and can help in the 

provision of evidence to inform the Plan and form a complement to it as part of an holistic 

policy, management and delivery framework. 
 

At this stage in your Plan review there is therefore little of a specific nature that we would wish 

to raise other than to reiterate previous advice concerning the need for appropriate evidence 

to substantiate proposed site allocations.  We have published separate guidance on Site 

Allocations, Setting, and Strategic Environmental Assessment, all of which is likely to be 

relevant and helpful to the preparation of your Plan.  This can be found at: 
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https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/historic-environment-and-site-

allocations-in-local-plans/ 
https://content.historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/gpa3-setting-of-heritage-

assets/gpa3.pdf/ 

https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/sustainability-appraisal-and-

strategic-environmental-assessment-advice-note-8/ 
 

Otherwise, we note the close relationship identified between the Local Plan and 

Neighbourhood Plan due to the shift in their alignment and the need for and benefits arising 
from partnership working between your community and North Dorset District Council 

planning officers to capitalise on work undertaken in the preparation of the former which can 

help inform the latter.  We would therefore encourage such an approach, as this provides an 
opportunity to draw upon the methodologies we agreed with the Council for assessing the 

historic environment in the preparation of the Local Plan, and the valuable consistency this 

can offer in the evidence base and ultimate relationship between the two Plans as elements 

of the Local Development Plan. 
 

Although your community is not obliged to consult us formally on its Plan preparation until 

Pre-Submission consultation or key stages in any Strategic Environmental Assessment 
exercise, the profile, heritage issues and history of the previous Plan preparation process 

suggest that discretionary consultation with us on matters such as site options evaluation 

may be useful to all before final decisions on selected sites are made.  We would therefore be 
happy to agree with you and the District Council an approach to such involvement to ensure 

relevant heritage issues are identified in timely and appropriate fashion and that our input 

adds value to the support and heritage expertise which is available locally.     

 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

David Stuart 

Historic Places Adviser 
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