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Sally Gardner 

Project Co-ordinator 

Blandford Forum Town Centre 

Town Clerk’s Office 

 

Dear Sally 

 

Re: New Blandford Neighbourhood Plan (B+NP2) Informal Consultations. 

 

We thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Blandford + Neighbourhood Plan 2 on an 

informal basis. 

 

We note that the proposed sites now respects the boundary to the Pimperne Neighbourhood Plan 

area. 

  

The area marked as A is unsuitable for development because it is within the AONB area. In addition 

it is on high ground and the development would be visible from high ground within the AONB and 

spoil the rural ambiance of the Cranborne chase AONB.  

  

The North Dorset local plan is to focus housing in accessible locations, particularly locations close 

to the town centre and other facilities, it has criticised previous town developments in Blandford for 

this lack of focus. Area A is neither close to nor accessible for use as housing. The poor 

accessibility also makes it unsuitable for a school as it would necessitate using cars to deliver 

children to school. This would greatly increase traffic at peak times and increase air pollution to the 

school from slow moving traffic.  

  

The advice given on planning boundaries is that they should be defined by a man made immovable 

object rather than soft items such as hedges or fences. The bypass is an ideal planning boundary as 

it keeps traffic away from the people of the town and protects the surrounding countryside from 

creeping urbanisation. The map of option one shows how much of the AONB the town has already 

been built on. If this development does not stop at the bypass where will it stop in its destruction of 

the AONB. 

  

For Area B the same argument would apply as paragraph 4 above. 

  

We suggest that the preferred location for the school and housing would be F1 and only the parts of 

F2 up to the road that defines AONB boundary. This would give 300 homes + a primary school on 

F1 and a number of houses in the smaller area of F2. This, together with the assumed 100 old town 

infill would give the 400 required. We agree with Area J for employment, however we are unaware 

what the term “or be delivered through a criteria-based policy” means. We would prefer this term to 

be removed since it provides carte blanche to put development elsewhere. 

 

Thank you for your attention. 

 

Jan Fairman 

Pimperne Parish Clerk. 
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