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Subject: Blandford+ Neighbourhood Plan - Pre-Submission Statutory Consultation 
 

 
Thank you for your Regulation 14 consultation on the Blandford+ Neighbourhood Plan 2.  Our 
apologies for not responding before now. 
 
In our previous responses to the original Plan we consistently drew attention to the need for 
evidence to demonstrate that appropriate account had been taken of relevant heritage 
considerations in the formulation of site allocation policies.  In our final comment on this issue we 
referred to the outstanding need in this respect for Policy 1 – now Policy B1. 
 
We have therefore looked at what new evidence may have been produced to address this issue in 
support of the carried forward provision in the new Plan.  In doing so we note from the Examiner’s 
Final Report observations that our advice had not taken into account the Heritage SEA Statement 
produced by Savills.  I can confirm that in formulating our advice we took pains to take account of 
all documents which were available and formally associated with the Plan at each consultation 
stage.  Our only record of a standalone Report produced by Savills is the Framework Masterplan. 
 
In terms of the evidence available as part of the current consultation we note from the Plan’s 
website that there is no Savills Report included in the suite of documents.  We have also looked at 
the documents produced subsequent to the previous Examination and can find no additional 
heritage evidence which fully discharges our residual concern.  The AECOM SA/SEA reports 
concentrate on the Conservation Areas and their settings as far as heritage considerations go but 
do not mention that other designated heritage assets, such as Listed Buildings, have been 
investigated or set out the methodology employed for doing so.   
 
Our interest and concern is not to challenge or dispute the contents and conclusions of the Plan or 
its supporting documents but to ensure that adequate heritage evidence is in place to inform the 
Plan preparation process in accordance with the requirements for the protection and enhancement 
of the historic environment set out in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).  Should 
another Savills report provide the evidence we have identified a need for, for example, we would 
be happy to defer to North Dorset District Council and the Examiner as to its suitability in 
addressing that need. 
 
Elsewhere in the Plan we note the new Policy B14 for The River Stour Meadows and commend 
the Plan and congratulate your community for its inclusion.  Development interest in Crown 
Meadows has helped highlight the distinctive nature of this area and the important contribution it 
makes to the historic character and setting of the town.  We note from the Examiner’s Final Report 
the difficulties associated with formally designating this area a Local Green Space and support the 
approach taken by the Plan in seeking its protection and enhancement. 
 
Otherwise, our congratulations to your community for its perseverance in preparing a 
Neighbourhood Plan for the Blandford area and our best wishes in taking it forward.  Once made 
the Plan should provide an invaluable framework for managing the process of future change which 
reinforces and adds to the town’s strengths, facilitating its regeneration. 
 
Kind regards 
 
David 
 
David Stuart | Historic Places Adviser South West 


